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to the House, and to the country, than those in 
which we usually indulge. 

While I agree with the gentleman from New 

York, [Mr. Haven,] that the public printer is 
not entitled, upon any principle of justice or 
equity, to this money, yet [ cannot agree that he 
stands in a worse attitude than the other officers 
whose salaries were raised by that bill of 1854. 
How the gentleman voted upon that bill Ido not 
know, but the public printer has just the same 
right to this extra compensation as all those other 
employés have—and that is none at all. They 
were all overpaid before. When I say overpaid, 
I use it in reference to the standard which every 
individual adopts in getting work done for him- 
self. If you or I go out to get work done, we let 
it out to those who will do it at the lowest rate. 
If this House adopts that standard, we were pay- 
ing all those officers too much at the time the bill 
was passed to increase theircompensation. But | 
as the matter now stands, if I vote for the amend- | 
ment, I am obliged to vote for an increased allow- 
ance to two or three other officers—the librarian 
and his assistants. Now, I have never voted in 
a single instance, since I have been here, to in- 
crease the salary of any civil officer; and I tell 
gentlemen now, that, notwithstanding this in- 
crease of salary, a resolution will be brought in 
here towards the close of this session giving extra 
compensation, and a great many will vote for it, 
professing not to understand it. I therefore wish 
to inform all new members, and remind all old | 
ones, that when this large increase of salary was 
made there was an express provision put into the 
bill—as an excuse, not as a justification, for I 
say it was intended as a mere excuse, and the 
result has proved it—that the usual extra allow- 
ance before given should not be given in future. 
In opposing it, I then called the attention of gen- 
tlemen to the fact, that thaf would be treated as 
a nullity, and sure enough so it was; and at the 
end of that very session you had the usual prop- 
osition for extra allowance. And I now tell gen- 
tlemen here, that if they look into a little paper 
of contingent expenditures, prepared by the Clerk 
under a law of this House, they will find that a 
great many of our employés geta larger amount 
by way of extra allowance at a short session, 
than they do by way of salary and emoluments; 
and yet the salaries which we pay are so high, 
that we find men coming here from all parts of 
the Union, and struggling for these offices. 

Sir, my principal object in rising was this: I 
wished to call the attention of those gentlemen 
who claim to be Republicans, and who are doubt- 
less a majority on the floor, and to whom you, 
sir, owe yourelection—I wish, I say, to call the 
attention of those who are standing up for econ- 
omy to this circumstance. You will find that for 
the last few years the salaries of the clerks and 
subordinates, the doorkeeper and his subordi- 
nates, the pages, the superintendent of the fold- 
ing-room, and messengers, have been largely 
increased. Now, l say to these gentlemen that 
they will find that these officials—their own 
friends—if they are allowed to retain their present 
salaries, and especially if their salaries are in- 
creased, will come in at the end of the session 
asking extra allowance; and I should like to know 
on what principle gentlemen are going to de- 
nounce the Administration fur its extravagance. 
There are gentlemen who stand here and refuse 
to vote money for the support of the Army, for 
carrying on the Indian war that has broken out 
on our frontiers, who refuse to vote appropria- 
tions that are necessary, because you cannot feed 
your army in the wilderness so cheaply as you 
can feed them at home, or in your settlements— 
there are gentlemen, I say, who stand up and 
denounce appropriations in the deficiency bill for 
the support of the army that is engaged in de- 
fending women and children on your frontiers; 
and yet, I presume, they are going, at the end 
of the session, to vote the usual extra allowance 
to these officers, Now, I wish the country to 
understand this, if it is to be done. 

My friend from Kentucky [Mr. H. Marsnatt] |! 
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says the 


| did. 


| speak against the bill. 


| had men enough to get the yeas and nays. 
|| friend from New York tells me he acted with me 


will vote in this amendment. 
that will be Ido not know. 
gentlemen that lam very anxious to see a ref- 
ormation in this thing. You talk about Gov- 
ernment spending $70,000,000 a year. I should 
like to know with what grace gentlemen here can 
call Army officers or any one else to account for 
their large salaries, when it turns out that they 
vote extra compensation to officers here who, 
though they may be very good men, yet get at 
present much too large salaries, simply becaus« 
these officials are favoritesand friends, and because 
they are waiting on them here, and doing acts of 
civility? Why, sir, the whole system, so far as 
the public is concerned, is one of plunder. I do 
not know a single instance of the increase of salary 
of any of our civil officers in our time where it 
was necessary. But still you go on increasing 
the compensation of officers. Now, if those gen- 
tlemen who have gota majority here will com 
up and introduce a bill to reduce salaries to what 
they were four years ago under Mr. Fillmore’s 
administration, when the first increase of salary 
took place, I will join hands with them, and sup- 
port them, and give them all the credit of the 
measure before the country. That first increase 
of salary was not enough. No, sir. There were 
men in 1852 getting salaries of $800. They said 
they could not live on that, and Congress raised 
itto $1,000. Two years after that they came 
back and said they were starving on $1,000, and 
they proposed that their salary should be in- 
creased to $1,200. 
plaints, it was found that the men who were get- 
ting $1,200 were even in a worse condition, if 
possible, than their subordinates; so that, by in- 
creasing the salaries of these men, we only in- 
crease the pressure upon them. 
Republican party that, if they come forward and 
introduce a bill to putdown the salaries of officials 
to what they were in 1852, I will not only vote 
with them, but applaud them. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not wish to interfere im- 


How 


| properly with the gentleman, but I wish to say 
| to him, that he need not be afraid of the Repub- 
| lican party not acting in anything the Democracy 
|} willdo. They have joined hands to prevent us 
| from getting md of the payment of this immense 


3ut I say to these | 


gut on looking at their com- | 


I say to the | 


amount of money; and now he says, if the Re- 


publicans will join him and do the other thing— 
reduce the salaries of officers generally—he will 


support them and applaud them before the coun- | 
When the day comes that those parties will | 


try. 
join to reduce the salaries of employés by any 


general law, it will be a day of rejoicing through- | 
But as that day is so very re- 

| mote, the proper course is now for gentlemen to 
come up and put a stop to this immense compen- | 


out the country. 


sation to the public printer. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I wouldask the gentleman | 


from New York whether he did not vote at the 
last Congress for these increased salaries? 

Mr. HAVEN. No,sir, I did not; and letme 
say further, that not only did I not vote to in- 
crease salaries, butI struggled here long, hot days, 
to prevent the Democracy from giving to men 
who, four years ago, got $1,500 a year for post 
office service in California, $5,000 a year; and 
they did itagainst my opposition, and, in addition 
to that, let them draw back pay for a year before, 
making it $10,000. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam very much gratified 
to find that my friend from New York stood as I 
I did not know that he had done so, as I 
have not looked at the Journal lately. I remem- 
ber that two years ago, when the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Ropsins] brought in a bill to 
increase these salaries, | appealed to him not to 
move the previous question, but to allow me to 
But he declined todo so, 
and the House sustained the previous question; 
and it was only on the second attempt that we 


My 


on that occasion. We got only thirty-nine men 


| to, yote against suspending the rules; and they 


wére enough to call the yeas and nays. But it 
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so happened that the gentleman [Mr. ne 
failed to move a reconsideration, and hence 
got an opportunity to make a speech against the 
bill; and the bill rather ‘‘caved in’’ that evening. 
Next morning all these clerks had rallied, and 
called en their friends in the House; and they 
came up in a body and pressed the bill through. 
How my friend from New York voted then I do 
not know; but Iam extremely gratified to find 
my friend now striking at Democrats and Repub- 
licans in regard to this matter. I must do the 
Democrats the justice to say that, if you come 
to scan the yeas and nays on the bill increasing 
salaries last Congress, you will find that a larger 
proportion of Democrats—considering their num- 
bers—voted against it, than of the other side of 
the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Democracy had a ma- 


jority of seventy-six in the House. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, The gentleman says the 
Democracy had a majority of seventy-six. So 
they had. But, according to my recollection, a 
majority of the Democrats voted against the in- 
crease, while almost the entire body of the oppo- 
sition voted for it. A portion of the Democracy— 
Imean the * fishy’? Democrats—those men who 
do not stand up fairly and squarely to the Balti- 
more platform, in the matter of economy, &¢.— 
went over, under the pressure of some of their 
friends, joined the Opposition, and carried the bill 
throuch. 

Now, here is my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. 
H. Marsuauu.] He does not belong either to the 
Democracy or the Republicans. He stands by 
himself. * I will not say that he standsas the head 
of the American party, but certainly if he does not 
there is No man ahead over him; he will remember 
that four years ago, under the Fillmore adminis- 
tration, a movement was made to imecrease the 
salaries of officials. I do not say this for the 
purpose of censuring either him or the present 
President. Lonly want to show that this has been 
the action of Congress without regard to who has 
got a majority, orto who is in power, And the 
clerks, messengers, pages, &c., are no better sat- 
isfied now than they were when they got com- 


| paratively smallsalaries. I very much oo two 


years ago, that the President, who vetoed several 
bad acts, would have put his veto upon that bill 
increasing salaries. I believe that it would have 
done more to entitle him to a renomination than 
anything else he could have done. 

‘The gentleman from New York is very ingeni- 
ous in regard to thismatter. He is very anxious 
to prevent this public printer from getting the in- 
crease of salary. SoamI. But I am notgoing 
to strike at the public printer by an amendment 
giving an increase of salary to other officers. 
The gentleman understands very well, and so 
stated in his remarks, that one of the objects of 


| this amendment is to increase the salaries of some 


| officers. 


Now,as I have aclean record, I do not 
mean to vote to increase the salaries of officers 
who, I think, are already overpaid. Neither do 


| 1 want the public printer to have this increase of 


| public printer, | will go with him, 
that; if he introduce into the deficiency bill a prop. 


| 


| 


pay; and if the gentleman will only go for strik- 
ing out one branch of the amendment in relation 
to these officers, and leave in that relating to the 
More than 


osition to reduce the salaries of all officers to what 
they were in 1852, I will vote with him for that 
proposition, and give him credit for introducing 
it. 

I am asked by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Simmons,]| if I did not vote to inerease the 
salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, at the last session of Congress. If 
the gentleman will refer to the Globe, he will find 
that I not only voted against the proposition to 
increase the salaries of these judges, but spoke 
against it, . 

The same gentleman asks me whether, two 
ears ago, I opposed strenuously the joint reso- 
ution giving twenty per cent, €Xtra compensation 

to the employés of the legislative department of 
the Government. Sir, if the gentleman will look 
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that I spoke and struggled earnestly against its | 
passage—not, perhaps, with as much ability as 
the gentleman from New York would have ex- 
hibited, but with as much earnestness. | 
uniformly struggled against these propositions to 


increase salaries, because I regard this as the 


greatest evil to which the country is exposed, || 


with the exception, always, of one other question, 
which, however, Ido not now propose to discuss. | 
Why, sir, during the administration of John 
Quincy Adams $14,000,000 was regarded as a | 
very large sum. The expenses of the Govern- | 
ment increased to $30,000,000 or $40,000,000 
under Van Buren; and he went out of office under | 


a storm of indignation, in consequence of his prof- || 


ligacy in the Government expenditures. During 
the administration of Mr. Fillmore the expendi- 
tures were still further increased. During that 
Administration the salaries of those clerks were 
increased. Four years ago a still larger increase 
was made; and so this increase has been going 
on. Both sides of the House are responsible | 
For it. 

But, sir, lest the remarks I have made should, 
by implication, place me in the attitude of doing 
injustice to the present Administration, I will say 
that I presume that the appropriations contained in 
the amendments of the Senate to the deficiency bill, 
for the Army and the Navy, are all needed. The | 
money is needed, and must be paid at some time. 
We have in the last four or five years acquired Cali- 
fornia, Utah, and New Mexico. In this large ex- 

anse of territory, exposed to the depredations of 
Suutiaones tee Government must necessarily main- 
tain troops, and they must be maintained at an | 
enormousexpense. ‘The consequence is, that while 
you used to be able to maintain your Army ata 
cost of two or three hundred dollars a year per 


| 





man, it now costs eight hundred or a thousand || 


dollars. But the officers of the Army and civil- | 


ians also say, and I believe they are right, that || 


the Army cannot be maintained in that country | 
for much less than it now costs. 

Now, whether these Indian wars could have 
been prevented, or not, I do not now propose to 
ask. But I say to the Republican gentlemen of 
this House, that if they refuse to vote money for 
the defense and protection of the helpless people 
on the frontier, in defiance of the recommendation 
of the Administration, and the well-known fact 
that a large number of troops have to be kept there 
at an enormous expense, and at the same time 
vote to increase the salaries of their own partic- 
ular friends here, they will place themselves in 
an unenviable attitude before the country. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As the gen- 
tleman has spoken of the votes of members of the 
Republican party in this House, I will, with his 
permission, correct an error in the statement of 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven.] 
I find, on referring to the yeas and nays on con- 
curring in this amendment to the deficiency bill, 
that thirty-eight votes of the Republican party 
were given with that of the gentleman from New 
York in favor of the amendment, and only twen- 
ty-four voted against it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I donot propose to trouble 
myself with that matter. I was saying (and I 
make the proposition directly in order that I may | 
not seem to do injustice to my political friends) 
that I regard this increased expenditure as a 
growingevil. It is now getting up to $70,009,000 | 
a year, and a great deal of that is not for the or- 
dinary support of the Government; and I believe 
that any party that would set itself firmly against | 
this increase of expenditures would take strong 
hold on the heart oft the country. At the rate we 
are going on, our expenses will in ten years 
reach $20,000,000; and it will never stop until 
every man in the country gets an office; and then, 
if one man received more than another, and un- 
less every man received as much as the President 
of the United States gets, there would be dissat- 
isfaction andclamor. I should be gratified to see 
these expenditures reduced, but I do not believe 
you will ever be able to stop the system until you 
conclude to adopt direct taxation. I am for free 
trade, and then for direct taxation to defray the 
expenses of the Government. The Government 
will then become economical. Indeed, the fear 
is, that = would not then appropriate enough 
to pay the expenses of the publie service. t 








Ht 


I have || 
| eaten was coming up; I merely wished to call 
| t 


| lect, the House reduced the appropriations esti- 
| mated for the Army and Navy $2,500,000; but 
| the Executive went on and spent the money, and, 
| at the next session of Congress, it was voted as | 
| a deficiency. 


fornia, New Mexico, and Nebraska; the Presi- 


| in the midst of greatevents; occurrences interest- | 
| ing to the world are taking place. 


| have taken place in this Hall, very recently. 
| [Laughter.] Sir, I rejoice, I congratulate the | 
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that period, he will find that I || now, whenever a proposition comes in to increase public funds. I would be entering, if I did, 
soe Gaiy ae ran hat joint resolution, but || somebody’s salary, goes through the House || that is unlimited—a pool of corruption a field 


without difficulty; we can scarcely get enough to 
order the yeas and nays upon it. 

But, sir, I rose with no disposition to make a 
speech upon the subject. I did not know that this 


1e attention of the House to the subject. I[ agree | 
with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Grppines,] 
that, when there is a large surplus in the treas- 
ury, it would be wise to make appropriations for | 
permanent works of improvement. I therefore 


voted with him for arene forthe Wash- || 


ington aqueduct, and I regretted that it did not 
pass. These Army appropriations are necessary; 
and I trust that the House will reconsider its vote, 
and adopt these amendments. In 1852, I recol- | 


I resisted the appropriation, but it 
was carried through; and they will do it again. 
Indian hoStilities are ia progress in Oregon, Cali- 


dent is authorized by law to control the Army 
and Navy; the expenses will be incurred; we 
shall have to foot the bill at some time, and I 
think we had better doitnow. I will not trouble 
the House longer. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, we are living | 


The European 
war has closed, and sundry important conversions | 





country on this display of patriotism, in favor of 

retrenchment. And, sir,I rejoice again to see the | 
Republican party taken under the peculiar instruc- | 
tion of gentlemen all around us. Why, sir, the | 
good feeling manifested is cheering to my heart. | 
[Renewed laughter.] 1t bespeaks the return, or | 
rather the introduction, of that political millennium 

of which we have heard a good deal of talk, and 

seen but little. 

Much has been said about the Whig and Dem- 
ocratic parties of the country. I would to God 
that I could erase the facts resting upon the records 
of those two parties. 

I myself have sat in this Hall too long to sit 
in my place in silence, and allow to pass without | 
reply some remarks to which I have listened. | 
Thirteen years ago, I myself introduced into this 
House a resolution to let out the public printing 
to the lowest bidder. It was adopted; and that 
very night one of the most reputable firms of this 
city offered to take the whole of the public print- 
ing at $60,000 less than the price which we were 
then paying for it, under the law of 1819. The 
next morning, with this information published to 
the world, the Democratic party here, under a | 
Democratic Administration, came in and recon- 
sidered the vote by which that resolution was 
adopted, and laid it upon the table; and then went 
on and elected a printer, and paid him the $60,000, 
in the face and eyes of the wholecountry. Isol- 
emnly proclaimed then, that it was my fixed de- 
termination to fight this question of public printing 
so long as I occupied a seat in this Hall. 

Soon | saw another party come into power. I 
saw the Whig party take the reins of the Gov- 
ernment; a party with whom my friend from New 
York and I were connected. God forgive us! 
{Laughter.] The first thing we did when we got 
into power was, by resolution, to cut down the 
cost of the public printing twenty per cent.; but 











we did not make the deduction in a deficiency 
bill. I rejoiced at the good move toward retrench- 
ment and reform, and congratulated myself, the 
Whig party, and the country. This went onglo- 
riously until about the last week of the session, 
when a resolution was adopted which restored 
the twenty per cent. This is a part of the history 
which I wish I could blot out. 

A Memser. Tell it all. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. We did restore it. [Laugh- 
ter.] We gave to our or exactly what the 
Democrats had given to theirs. It does me good to 
hear these two parties now talking of reforming. 
Their conversion is more sudden than that of 
Paul, and pecuniarily more beneficial to the coun 
try. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. Speaker, I am not about to go into a dis- 
cussion of the extravagant squandering of the 
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our power to fathom. I never would aon 
such a task upon an amendment to the deficiene 
bill. Look at the doings of the last Congres 
Ten million of dollars was voted to Mexico fo: 
a little strip of territory that does not conten 
enough arable land to make a garden. Go back 
a little further, toa Whig administration, I wil] 
not boast of it. 1 will only remark, that | am 
ready to go with men from any and every side o 
this House for retrenchment and reform in the 
administration of the Government. I wish to do 
away with a reckless squandering of the publi, 
money. I care not who it may hit, I shall a ways 
favor such propositions. ook at the lately 
established naval retired list, to maintain an arm 
of naval officers in indolence, vice, and poo 
tion, while we tax the laborers of our country; 
order that these men may feed upon the earnj 
of their toil and sweat! Look, too, at the Army 
list! In all these there is a useless and injurious 
expenditure of money. We should prune them 
all, and restore an economical administration of 
the Government. 

I have, sir, only risen for the purpose of say. 
ing a word or two. I have no desire to make ay 
argument. Now, whatare the facts of the presen; 
case? We passed a deficiency bill; the Depar. 
ments reported to us that there were deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the public service, which 
it was necessary that we should supply. Ther 
were deficiencies in the civil, naval, and military 
departments of the Government. The bill went 
to the Senate. It has returned, with numerous 
other deficiencies to be supplied. We were defi. 
cient in not giving extra compensation to certain 
officers! That was one of the deficiencies. We 
were deficient in not cutting off the extravagance 
aimed at by the amendment under consideration, 
We were deficient in not providing for matters 
taken care of by the last two or three Senate 
amendments. These were our other deficiencies, 
Now, sir, to insert in a deficiency bill matters of 
general legislation is a practice which ought to be 
scouted and opposed by every man of reflection 
It is a practice which every statesman will con- 
demn, and which we ought not to consent to in 
the legislation of this country. But, so far as 
gentlemen have provided for retrenchment and 
reform in the present case, I shall hold them to 
it. IfI can catch Whigs and Democrats going 
for any measure of legislation that will cut down 
~ public expenditures, I will hold them to it if 

can. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not want the gentle. 
man from Ohio to misunderstand me. He speaks 
of the friendship and kind feeling shown to the 
Republican party. It is not friendship. I would 
not object to the devil foran ally in a good cause. 
{Laughter.] It was in that view I noticed the 
subject. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, old acquaint: 
ances should never be separated. [Renewed 
laughter.] I only alluded to the fact that the 

entleman from North Carolina had displayed a 
atherly desire to instruct the Republican party. 
We thank him for his kindness—at least I do. 
I am thankful for small favors. We take the 
gentleman’s kindness; we cherish it; we love it. 
We ask him to go with us. I hope and trust 
that we shall show ourselves vigilant, earnest, 
and sincere, in carrying out the proposition of the 
gentleman for retrenchment and reform. We 
shall, I think, carry it out, whether it comes from 
him or others, e cannot but know that it is 
dictated by justice and propriety. Let us do 
something to show the country that we are sli- 
cere and determined in our professions. , 

The gentleman has stated that the Republican 
party has a majority in this House. I did not 

now it before. I presume the gentleman must 

be with us. * The Republicans are, and ever have 
been, in a minority here, My friend need not 
have any apprehension of an improper coalition 
between him and myself, nor between Democrats 
and Republicans. e stand, and I trust the gen- 
tleman and the mass of his party-will stand, for 
truth and justice. Iam sure that will be the po- 
sition of the Republican party. I hope it may 
be so of the Democratic party, as well as of the 
other party, if there is another party here. 
{Laughter.} I have done. . 

Mr.H. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
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se for the purpose of making a speech. The 
rent which my friend from North Carolina gave | 
| 





ri 
ext ; 2 
to this debate, and the various topics touched 


upon by him, afford so wide a range to mem- 
bers, that it is palpable we cannot continue it 
without an unprofitable consumption of the pub- 
lic time. ; 

| have risen merely for the purpose of saying 
to my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] who is 
affected much at the idea of introducing independ- 
ent legislation into an appropriation bill or a de- 
ficiency bill, that had he been in the House when 
the vote was being taken upon this bill, he would 
have found that the House itself violated the prin- | 
ciple upon which he plants himself so frequently 
that any adherence to it would look like an ex- 
ception to the rule, instead of the rule itself. 
There were the two last amendments of the Sen- 
ate, which contained independent legislation, and 
et the House concurred in them. There was 
also a Senate amendment making an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of seeds and cuttings, and 
yet the House, not content with acting upon what 
was recommended by the Senate, voted $10,000 | 


so with a variety of other propositions. 

I voted a.few days ago, under the guidance of 
the rule which the gentleman asserts, upon an- | 
other bill, against an amendment which provided | 
for some old privateers who were drawing a pen- 
sion, while | would have voted for them with a 
great deal of pleasure, had the provision been con- | 
tained in anindependent bill, I intended then to | 
follow the path which the gentleman from Geor- | 

ia marks out, and which I thought was proper. | 
But the House overruled me, and put into that || 
bill legislation that was necessary, and it has put | 
into the deficiency bill whatever it has suited its | 
fancy and taste to insert. I do not think thatthe | 
country, when they come to look at the action | 
of the House, will understand the House as fol- | 
lowing out the course indicated by the gentleman | 
from Georgia, no matter what the vote mae be. | 
{do not think the country will understand the | 
consistency of the House, which, upon one clause | 
of the bill, inserts what is not asked for, and 
upon another clause inserts what is independent | 
legislation, and upon this clause of the bill falls || 
back with an affectation of horror at what it has | 
just done, and be it cannot put anything in the | 
shape of independent legislation into a deficiency 
bill. I tell you the people of the ro are en- 
tirely too intelligent to swallow that. The gen- | 
tleman from Georgia will have to plant himself, | 
and those who vote with him, upon some tripod | 
which is broader than that, because it will not | 
pass muster. 

I did not rise to make a speech. I want to put | 
an end to this thing, no matter how it may be | 
decided. I will suppress observations which | 
might, perhaps, be made in reference to the prin- | 
ciple of this matter, and do what I rose for the | 
purpose of doing—move to lay the motion to re- | 
consider upon the table, _ 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman from | 
Kentucky withdraw that motion for a moment? | 

Mr. MARSHALL. I cannot. 

Mr. LETCHER. I belong to a party here 
which has not been heard. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Nor have I attempted to 
have og! arty heard. I adhere to my motion. 

Mr. URSTON. Upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bren- 
ion, Broom, Ezra Clark,Cjawson, Colfax, Cox, Craige,Cum- 
back, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
Dodd, Eustis, Evans, Foster, Giddings, Gilbert, Greenwood, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, 
Mace, Humphrey Marshall, —- Killian Miller, Mor- 

n, Morrill, Murray, Peck, Perry, 7 Porter, Pringle, 

uryear, Reade, Ready, Ritchie, Rivers, ins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Thorington, Trafton, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Waldron, 
Walker, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Wheeler, Wood, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
Bennett, Hendiey S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Burnett, John P, Campbell, Chaffee, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cragin, 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Emrie, Florence, Galloway, 
Goode, Grow, Herbert, W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Letcher, npkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Max- 
Well, McMullin, Smith Miller, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oli- 
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ver, Pelton, Phelps, Quitman, Ruffin, Sage, Sandidge, Sav- 
age, Seward, Shorter, Spinner, Stanton, Talbott, Thurston, | 
Trippe, Vail, Walbridge, Warner, Wells, Williams, Wins- 
low, Woodruff, and John V. Wright—62. | 
So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 
table. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. KNAPP stated that Mr. Burrivton had 
paired off with Mr. Eustis. 
Mr. BOCOCK stated that his colleague, Mr. | 
Favutkner, had paired off for this week and the 
next, with Mr. Eppy; and that Mr. Sairn, of | 
Virginia, had also paired off with some gentle- | 
man whose name he did not recollect. 
Mr. NORTON said: I have paired off with | 
my colleague, Mr. Harris. I find that he voted 
esterday with me against the amendment. But | 
have become satisfied that I labored under a | 
misapprehension in regard to the effect of the 
amendment, and I should now vote, were I at 
liberty to do so, to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. I make this explanation in order 
to set myself right upon the record. 


NEBRASKA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


The SPEAKER. The business regularly in | 
order, is the consideration of the report of the | 


Committee of Elections, in reference to the con- 
tested-election case from Nebraska. 

Mr. WATSON. There has been a desire 
expressed for a further postponement of the con- 
sideration of this question, and such a course is 
entirely consonant with the views of the Com- 


mittee of Elections. The gentleman from Georgia, | 
{[Mr. SrerHens,| a member of that committee, | 


has not yet returved, and this is a matter in which, 
I am informed, he desires to make some move- 
ment; that he desires to bring in a minority report. 
In order to afford a proper opportunity to examine 
the question, and to have such action upon it as 
is desired by the gentleman from Georgia, I move 
that the further consideration of this case be 
postponed until Tuesday next. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. And as a further reason 


why it should be postponed, I would state that 


the majority report has but just been printed. I || 


desire an opportunity to examine it, and I pre- 
sume other gentlemen desire the same thing. I 
hope the motion to postpone will prevail. 

he motion was agreed to. 


PILOTAGE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote of yesterday, by which the 
Committee on Commerce was discharged from 
the further consideration of the Senate bill (No. 
se regard to pilotage. 

fr. PHELPS. Was not that bill laid upon 
the table ? 

-The SPEAKER. It was. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. ThenI move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was laid upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, by consent, withdrew 
that motion, and moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the poner of taking up 
the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I ask the gentleman from 
Maryland if he will withdraw that motion, so as 
to permit me to introduce a couple of bills for the 
purpose of reference to the Committee on Com- 
me which wants to act upon them ? 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no objection, sir. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
bill to improve the harbor of Conneaut. Ohio. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, objected. 

Mr. BRENTON. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Maryland, I desire to ask the 
consent of the House to take from the table a bill 
which was sent in from the Senate this morning, 
in order that it may be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. te is a bill on which the whole 
business of the committee is depending. It is an 
act-to amend tlfe act granting bounty land to cer- 
tain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military sérvice of the United States, ap- 
proved March 3, 1855. 


I ask leave to introduce a |} 











Mr. LETCHER. What does the gentleman 


|| propose to do with that bill? 


Mr. BRENTON. To have it referred to the 

Committee on Public Landa. 
| Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I object; and 
call for the rerular order of business. 

Mr. DAVIS. I renew my motion. 

Mr. NORTON. I ask,.the gentleman from 
Maryland to withdraw it until the Committee on 
Commerce report a bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made by the 
gentleman from Mississippi to any other business 
than that regularly in selok: 

The question was taken on Mr. Davis’s motion, 

, and it was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
| House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Coss, of 


| Georgia, in the chair.) 


| The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be- 
fore the commit:ee was, by special order of the 
House, the consideration of House bill (No. 71,) 
making appropriations for the currentand contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian department, and for 
|| fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
|| tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1857. 
| Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make this sngges- 
|| tion to the committee: The Indian appropriation 
|| bill contains in it nothing but that which is au- 
|| thorized by existing law. There is no general 
legislation recommended by the Committee of 
|| Ways and Means in it, It is a very long bill, 
and would require a good deal of time to have it 
read through. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the committee to have the first reading of the bill 
|| dispensed with, and that the committee may pro- 
|| ceed to amend it, as itis read through, by clauses. 
|| L only make this suggestion for the purpose of 
|| expediting business. 
| fr. MORGAN objected, but afterwards with- 
| drew his objection. 
| Mr. HAVEN. To have this matter right and 
| properly understood, 1 move now to dispense 
| with the first reading of the bill. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
|| can only be done by unanimous consent. 
| There being no objection, the first reading of 
| the bill was dispensed with. 
| ‘The first clause of the bill was reported, as fol- 
| lows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
| That the following sums be, and they are hereby, appropri- 
|| ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
| propriated, for the purpose of paying the current and con- 
| tingent expenses of the Indian department, and fulfilling 
| treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, argued an hour to 

| prove that Congress possesses the power to pro- 

ibit slavery in all the Territories in the United 
States, declaring that he would exercise that 
| power, and let the consequences take care of 
|| themselves. 

Mr. S.’s speech will be found in the Appen- 

| dix. 
| Mr. DAY next addressed the House upon the 
political subjects of the past, and as connected 
|| with the question of Africanslavery. His speech 
|| will be found in the Appendix. 
|| Mr. RITCHIE obtained the floor, but yielded 
|| to Mr. Haven, who moved that the committee do 
|| now rise. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 
|| So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
|| resumed the chair, Mr. Copp reported that the 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had, according to order, had under con- 
| sideration the state of the Union generally, and 
|| particularly House bill (No. 71) making appropri- 
| ations for the current and contingent expenses 
|| of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
your eden with various Indian tribes for the 








year ending June 30, 1857, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA. 


Mr. SEWARD, by unanimous consent of the 
House, reported back from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, a bill to establish a naval depot at 
Brunswick, Georgia; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 
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Mr. LETCHER. 
now adjourn. : 

The motion was disagreed to. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. lask the unanimous con- 
went of the House to introduce, for the purpose 
of reference, a bill to continue the improvements 
in the harbor at Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business—which is the call of 
committees for reports. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled ‘* An act to con- 
tinue half-pay to Mrs. Lewright Browning, for a 
further term of five years;’? when the Speaker 
signed the same. 

And then, on motion of Mr. GALLOWAY, 
the House (at three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned 
till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 





I move that the House de 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 24, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. DODGE presented a memorial of the Le- 


gislature of Wisconsin, praying for an appropria- 
tion for the erection of a building for the accom- 
modation of the post office and United States 
court at the city of Madison, in that State; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition of 
David W. Rogers, praying to be allowed bounty 
land and remuneration for losses sustained by him 
in consequence of rendering assistance to Ameri- 
can prisoners in Montreal during the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, a petition of Jeremiah Pendergrast, pray- 
ing to be allowed an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of John Mc- 
Kesson, praying for the payment of certain Con- 
tinental money held by him, which was issued 
for the services of his ancestors in the revolution- 
ary war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 
owners and other persons interested in the canal 
boats navigating the canals of New York, pray- 
ing that such canal boats may not be required to 
be enrolled aud licensed at the ports of entry 
within that State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of 
George J. Knight, praying for compensation for 
a vessel impressed into the service cf the United 
States in the year 1814, and destroyed while in 
their possession; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of Lu- 
ther V. Bell, of Charleston, Massachusetts, in 
which he sets forth that he is the first discoverer 
of what is known as the atmospheric telegraph, 
and that he described it in several public lectures 
more than six years ago. He then proceeds to 
ask Congress, 1n the event of its deciding this in- 
vention to be worthy of trial, that his just claims 
shall not be passed over in favor of others of later 
date, and borrowed from him. He also prays 
that, in the event of such trial being ordered, it 
may not be done without his having some direc- 
tion in the matter; and he finally suggests that a 
full experimental trial of it, in a large way, suf- 
ficient to settle its practical efficiency and cost, 
could be made at the most moderate expense in 
connection with the iron pipes to be used in the 
present undertaking to supply the city of Wash- 
ington with water. 

move the reference of this memorial to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads; 


and | also ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate for an order that it be printed. Insupport of 
that suggestion, J will make one remark. It will 
be remembered that the claim of Mr. Richardson 
to this invention has been considered by a com- 
mittee of this body, and made the subject of an 


elaborate report, in which all the facts sustaining 


it have been laid before the Senate, Jt seems to 
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| me, injustice to the distinguished and estimable 
gentleman from whom this memorial comes, that | 
his statement of his claim should also be put on 
record before the Senate. I therefore ask unan- | 
imous consent that it be printed. 

Mr. BIGGS. 1 object. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the motion to print 
goes tothe Committee on Printing under the rules. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee | 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| 
| 
| 
| COOLIE TRADE. 
| 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have had on my table 
for some two weeks a resolution which I wished 
to submit, but, before I obtained an opportunity 
| to do so, the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
| Sumner] presented a resolution on the same sub- | 
| ject, which has been referred to the Committee | 
|on Commerce. I now offer this resolution with 
the hope that the Senate will take it up and adopt | 
| it, as it only calls for information to the end that 
| the Committee on Commerce may act understand- 
| ingly en the subject: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to fur- 
| nish the Senate any documents, papers, or other informa- 
| tion to be found in his Department, tending to show the 
extent to which the transportation of laborers is now being 
| carried on from the continent of Asia, or any of the Asiatic 
| islands, to English or Spanish colonies in America, or to the 
Chincha Islands; whether said laborers are termed slaves 
coolies, or apprentices; also, any information in his De- | 
partment tending to show the manner in which such labor- | 
ers are treated during transportation, and after arrival in the 
countries into which they are imported, together with sta- 
tistics showing the sacrifice of human life resulting from said 
traffic. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of James Davidson, submitted a report, accom- | 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
217) to continue the land office at Vincennes, 
Indiana, and to ascertain and adjust the titles to 
lands in the States of Indiana and Illinois, form- 
erly included within the Vincennes land district, 
| reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred resolutions of the Common Council 
pot Vincennes, Indiana, reported a bill (S. No. 

263) to transfer certain rights and duties con- 
ferred upon the trustees of the town of Vincennes, 
Indiana, to the Common Council of the city of 
Vincennes, Indiana; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 72) for the relief of John S. Pendleton, re- 
ported it without amendment; and on his motion 
| the Committee on Foreign Relations was dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of John S. Pendleton, which was pre- | 
sented to the Senate, which requires no further 
action, as the House bill to. grant the prayer of 
his petition has now been reported. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom were referred the following 
bills, reported that they ought not to pass, and 
they were laid on the table: 

A bill (S. No. 31) for the construction of suit- 
able building for the accommodation of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States and the | 
several offices connected therewith, and the post 
offices at Rutland and Windsor, Vermont. 

A bill (S. No. 47) to provide for the construc- 
tion of a suitable building for the accommedation 
of the district court of the United States ey 
West, in the State of Florida. 

A bill (S. No. 65) for the construction of a 
suitable building for a court-house and post office 
at Roston. 

A bill (8. No. 83) for the construction of a 
suitable building for the accommodation of the cir- 
cuit and district courts of the United States and 
the several offices connected .therewith, and the 
post office, at Springfield, Illinois. 


On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on thé’ Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 


citizens of Windsor, Vermont, in relation to a court-house at 
that place, . 
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| NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, gave notice of his inten. 








| ae a — ; L 
titled ** An act requiring foreign regulations of 


| bill (H. R. No. 68) to supply deficiencies in th, 


April 24, 


tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to incorporate 

the Columbia Library Association of Washino. 

ton city. & 
’ BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HAMLIN asked and obtained Je 


introduce a bill (S. No. 264) to amend an eee 


acten. 


commerce to be laid annually before Congress » 
approved August 16, 1852, and for other purposes: 
which was read the first and second time by unan. 
imous consent, and referred to the Committe 


€ on 
Commerce. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Curio, their Clerk, an: 
nouncing that the een agrees to some, and dis. 
agrees to otheramendments of the Senate to the 


appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1856,and that they agrog 
to other amendments of the Senate to said jij 
with amendments, in which they request the cop. 
currence of the Senate. ° 

On motion of Mr. STUART, the bill ana 
amendments were referred to the Committee op 
Finance. 

APPEALS FROM FLORIDA COURTS. 


Mr. PUGH. I desire the Senate to take up 
the bill which I reported from the Committee on 
the Judiciary'a month ago, in response to a res. 
olution of the Senate, and to which I presume 
there is no objection. Itis a bill (S. No. 196) to 
authorize the circuit court of the United States 
for the southern district of Georgia to entertain 
pees and grant writs of error in certain cases, 

Mr. MALLORY. It isa bill to which there 
will be no objection. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to allow ap- 
peals from the decisions of the United States dis. 
trict courtsin Florida in civil causes of admiralty 
and maritime jurisdiction, and in equitable causes 
where the sum in dispute amounts to $200, to be 
taken to the circuit court of the United States for 
the southern district of Georgia. It also pro- 
poses to confer on the circuit court for the south- 
ern district of Georgia awthority to grant writs of 
error to review the judgments of the district 
courts in Florida, in civil causes at common law, 
where the amount in dispute is $200. These pro- 
visions, however, are not to interfere with the 
direct appeal now allowed ‘to the Supreme Court 
of the United States from the Florida district 
courts where the parties prefer that course. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Senator from Ohio informs 
me that he can explain the bill, but I desire to 
state, in a few words, my objections to it. 

In the first place, lam broadly and uncondi- 
tionally opposed to all intermediate appeals. 

resume it is the case in Florida as it hag been 
in my own State, that the district judges exercise 
cireult court jurisdiction. We know that the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, constituting the 
circuit judges, are required to be here nearly all 
the time; their business requires their attendance 
on the Supreme Court. The appeal now pro- 

osed is from one district to another—from the 

tate of Florida to the State of Georgia. _ Florida 
has a smaller population than Georgia, but I do 
not know that there will be any great advantage 
from the change. My objection is to taking in- 
termediate appeals. merits has shown that 
it delays, without benefiting the party, and in- 
creases the expense. I am perfectly willing to 
give an opportunity of appealing in all cases to 
any amount that the representatives of that 
State may desire; but I cannot vote, without 
some stronger reason being assigned than I have 
heard heretofore, to allow an appeal from a coni- 
petent tribunal having jurisdiction to any other 
than the highest court directly. 

Mr. PUGH. If this were a new subject; I 
should agree with my friend from Mississipp!- 
I am opposed to these intermediate courts. I am 
in favor of a trial at nisi prius, and then an appeal 
or writ of error to the highest court; but that 
is not the system adopted in the United States. 
Our present practice is to have a cause, where 
the amount is under a certain sum, tried in the 
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district court, with the right of appeal to the 
cireuit court, and a subsequent appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Whenever 
it js proposed to remodel the judiciary system of 


the United States, I shall be found supporting 
the proposition of my friend from Mississipp1, 
put that is not now the question. There is no 
circuit court in Florida; the district court exer- 
cises circuitcourt powers. In causesin admiralty, 
in equity causes, and in causes at common law, 
where the sum involved is less than two thousand 
dollars, the party has no right of appeal, and no 
writ of error; the decision of a single judge sitting 
ia Florida is final. It is vain to say that the 
United States have conferred on the State of 
Florida the benefit of the judicial power designed 
by the Constitution; they have not done it. The 
purpose of this bill, then, is to allow a writ of 
error, and an appeal from the district courts in 
Florida to the circuit court for the southern dis- 
trict of Georgia. ty 
The judge of the Supreme Court of the United 


States in charge of that circuit has authorized me || 





to say that he is perfectly willing to take that 
labor on himself, and he thinks he can discharge 
jt satisfactorily. If we allow a writ of error | 
directly to the Supreme Court of the United | 
States, we increase that burden which is already | 
too great for the judges; they are protesting 
every day against any increase in the number 
of the writs of error and appeals to them. 

It must be remembered that in causes of admi- 
ralty, where the amount really involved may be 
many thousands of dollags, the point of jurisdic- 
tion 1s decided with respect to the claim of each 
individual. Take the case of the claim of seamen 
for wages; the claim of no one man may be equal 
to $2,000, and yet the amount involved may be 
over $10,000, and the decision of the district court 
is final in such cases. You have conferred upon 
a single judge arbitrary power in such cases. It 
seems to me to be utterly at variance with your 
whole judicial system. It is to remedy that 
defect temporarily, until such time as there shall 
be a general reorganization of the judicial sys- 
tem, that the committee, in obedience to the res- 
olution of the Senate, have presented this prop- 
osition. 

As I said before, 1 am willing to unite with 
Senators generally in a proposition to reconstruct 
the judiciary of the United States. I think it 
needs reconstruction; but I do not see, at present, 
any prospect of it; and the object of the bill is 
simply to mitigate a confessed evil. The causes 
in admiralty arising at Key West are, I pre- 
siime,as great as at almost any other point in the 
United States, unless at New York and San Fran- 
cisco; and I see no reason why the citizens of 
Florida, having all the burdens of the Union, 
should not have the benefit of her judicial sys- 
tem, especially when, as 1 have stated, the judge 
of the Supreme Court, who sits in the southern 
district of Georgia has authorized me to say, 
that there is time enough to hear these appeals, 
and that he is willing to undertake the labor. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
the bill read. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, this is a long 
bill, and yet the object is avery simple one. The 
United States have no circuit court in Florida, 
and of course the decision of the district judge is 
final, in a very large class of cases in which 
everywhere else there is an appeal allowed to a 
circuit court. This bill gives an appeal to the 
cireuit court of Georgia, instead of creating a new 
court in Florida. It is satisfactory to those con- 
nected with the courts in Florida, and to the cir- 
cuit judge who presides in the southern district of 
Georgia. I think there can be no objection to it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection to this 
bill, if it is perfectly certain that the people of 
Florida are willing to go to a neighboring State 
with theirappeals. Is that made to appear clearly ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is done on their petition. 

Mr. MALLORY. What is the question of the 
Senator from Louisiana? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Are the 


I should like to hear 


people of Florida 


willing to go to another State with their appeals ? 
ay of very few States that would be willing 
0 80. 


Mr. MALLORY. The Legislature of Florida 
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have twice memorialized Congress on the subject. 
In addition to the reasons given for allowing such 
an appeal, I will state, that the admiralty causes 
in the southern district of Florida are in amount, 





perhaps, equal to any other district in the country, | 
with the exception of San Francisco; and as each | 


salvor is treated as a separate party, it amounts 
to a denial of an appeal, because no salvor has a 
case amounting to $2,000, exclusive of costs, and 
hence he has no appeal. We are perfectly satis- 
fied with the appeal to Georgia. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading; was read the third time, and passed. 


THREE-MILLION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 124) 


to increase the efficiency of the United States | 


Army. 


| ment—in which the 


) ; 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I began to address 

| the Senate briefly, though 1 confess imperfectly, 
on this subject when it was under consideration | 


yesterday. I had occasion then to make a state- 
ment—speaking of the expenses of the Govern- 
honorable Senator from 
Michigan thought I was mistaken. I stated— 
‘We appropriated last Congress between seventy and 
eighty millions. Over fifty millions were exclusive of any 
payments for the public debt. That amount was certainly 


higher than the expenditures during any year of the war | 


with Great Britain. I do not know whether we reached as 
high a range during the first or second year of the war with 
Mexico; but I think that during the last year, in the time 
of profound peace, with a ‘model President,’ we have 


| expended more money than we ever did in the most extrav- 


| of the Senate to this point very briefly. 

this bill is the most appropriate one on which we || 
have the documents | 
At the last session of the Thirty- 


| agant year of war.” 


At this point the honorable Senator from 
Michigan [Mr Cass] panes me, by say- 
ing: ** It is a mistake;’’ and he repeated again, 


‘‘itis a mistake.’’? I wish to call the attention 


can call attention to it. 
before me. 
Second Congress, which was the Congress that 
went out of office on the 4th of March, 1853, 
when the present Administration came into power, 
the gross appropriations were $45,416,192 60. 
At the first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 
after the present Administration came into power, 


| the appropriations ran up from forty-five millions 


to sixty-five millions, being an increase of nearly 


| fifty per cent.—the exact sum is $65,107,361 62. 


| That great increase was made up of over four 
| million five hundred thousand dollars increase on 
the single item of the civil and diplomatic ex- 
During the year 
| preceding the advent of this Administration, the || a year to administer the Government during Gen- 
| appropriations for those expenses were $11,420,- 
038 29; and they were $15,944,852 44 at the year 
[early ft it—being an increase, as 1 said, of 






SS 


ee 


penses of the Government. 


nearly fifty per cent. 


and over. 
I will not allude to the amount expended up to 


| July, 1854; because, up to that time, the appropri- 
| ations were made before this Administration came 
It will be seen, however, by refer- 
ence to the President’s annual message, and the 
| report on the finances, that, during the fiscal year 


into power. 


from July 1, 1854, to June 30, 1855, there was 
expended, exclusive of any payments for the 
public debt, the enormous sum of $56,365,393 80. 

For the year ending June 30, 1856, we have 
not full accounts; but we have most of the ex- 
penditures and an estimate of the balance from 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The appropri- 
ations made last year at the second session 
of the Thirty-Thir 
yesterday, between seventy and eighty millions 
of dollars—the exact sum is $71,574,357. The 
actual and estimated expenditures for the year 
ending June 30, 1856, are $71,226,846 91. he 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the redemption 
of the public debt, wishes to use, of this sum, 
$7,750,000, making the net expenditures this 
year, exclusive of any payment on the public 
debt, $63,476,846 91. 1 will show how these 
items are made up. The civil and diplomatic 
expenses, which, in the first year of this Admin- 
istration, ran up from eleven to fifteen millions 
of dollars, now ‘reach seventeen and a quarter 
millions. The naval expenses, which were in- 
creased fifty per cent. the first year of the pres- 
ent Anenimasration—that is, from eight to twelve 





I think | 


t. The naval appropriations 
went up from $8,209,260 77 to $12,510,808 46— 
| being an increase on that item of fifty per cent. 
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| millions of dollars—are again increased some- 
thing like twenty-five per cent. more, to wit: 
| from twelve millions to over fifteen millions of 
|| dollars. The gross amount of expenditure, as I 
have said, for this year, is more than seventy-one 
millions of dollars, and, exclusive of payments 
for the public debt, sixty-three millions of dol- 
lars. 
|| I wish now to ask the attention of the honor- 
|| able gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Apams] 
|| to a statement which hemade. When the notice 
of the Senate was directed to this subject yester- 
day, the Senator from Mississippi sald: 


| 
| ** As to the expenditures of the Government, it is not my 
purpose to defend the Democratic party, or the President. 
{can only say that I think any objection on that ground 
comes with rather bad grace from the Senator from New 
Hampshire; for if that Senator voted against any of the 
$70,000,000 which were appropriated, I am mistaken. I 
think that he voted for an appropriation of $15,000,000, 
which the Presideat vetoed, and which did not become a 
law.”? 

| Now, sir, I have no doubt the Senator from 
|| Mississippi is entirely honest in that conviction; 
| but a very simple statement of fact will, I think, 
explain it; and that is, that I was not a member 
of either branch of Congress when these appro- 
yriations were made. [Laughter.] I was an 
yumble outsider; and, therefore, it is true, as the 
Senator says, that I did not vote against them— 
that part of his remark is right. ButIam not 
responsible for them. ' 

Mr. ADAMS. lI acknowledge the mistake. I 
only spoke from memory. When I first came to 
this body the Senator from New Hampshire was 
here, and I spoke of his general character, know- 
| ing that he is understood always to vote for lib- 
eral pro ositions. “ 

Mr. HALE. ] always go for what is liberal, 
but I stop short of what is profligate. [Laughter.] 

Now, sir, I wish to compare these expendi- 
tures—and I speak by the book—with some of 
| the former expenses of thisGovernment. It will 

be seen, by reference to the annual expenditures 
| of the Government from 1789 down to the present 
| moment, that, in President Washington’s time,in 
no year did the expenditures getup to $2,000,000. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That would not pay for print- 
| ing books now, 

Mr. HALE. I know it. From the 4th of 
| March, 1789, to the 30th December, 1791, the 
| appropriations, exclusive of the public debt, 
were $2,797,123 66. In 1792, the amount was 
$1,873,774 35; in 1793, $1,787,396 55. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia says that this does not pay for 
the printing now. It did not cost us $2,000,000 





| eral Washington’s administration. It costs us 
more than $60,000,000 a year during General 

Pierce’s administration. In other words, it costs 

| the country thirty times as much to keep General 
| Pierce as it did to keep General Washington. 

[ Laughter. } 

| Letus come down a little later. The war with 
| England was declaréd in 1812; and it was in 
| regard to the war with England that the honorable 
| Senator from Michigan yesterday thought I was 
| mistaken. The total expenditures in the year 


| 1812 were $28,492,349 71—$8,000,000 of which 














were for the public debt. Exclusive of payments 


| for the public debt, we spent $20,000,000 in 1812. 


In 1813, the second year of the war, we spent 


| $29,078,974 05; and the third year, 1314, we spent 
only $38,602,719 28. 


‘That was during the war with England; the high- 


| est expenditure for one year being $38,000,000. 


Next, we come to the war with Mexico, when we 
were carrying on a very expensive contest in a 


Congress, were, as | stated || foreign country with anarmy of about fifty thou- 


sand men. That war you know was commenced 
‘*by the act of Mexico,” [laugliter,] in 1846. 
During that year we appropriated, exclusive of 
payments for public debt, $33,257,013 72; the next 
year, 1846-47, $54,193,012 35; and thenext year, 
1847~'48, $50,757,898 69; and the next year, 
when peace had been proclaimed, $40,373,080 62. 
{t appears, then, that during the war with Mex- 
ico, when we were supporting an army of fifty 
thousand men in a foreign country, it did not cost 
so much to carry on this Government as it does 
now, in a time of profoundapeace, by something 
like $10,000,000 a year. lam sorry to have to 
state these facts, because 1 am afraid they will 
encourage the President to go into another war, 
thinking that war is more economical than peace. 
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{Laughter.] But such are the facts, and such 
are the figures. In a time of profound peace with 
all the world, when our army amounts only to 
fifteen thousand men, we are spending $10,000,000 
a year more than when we were supporting an 
army of fifty thousand men on foreign soil. 
That is one of the reasons why I am opposed 
to this additional apereprienee of $3,000,000. 
pout economy. Why, 
sir—can you, would you believe it?—one of the 
great claims which the President has upon the 
confidence, and the respect, and the support of 


the country, in our section, is the great econ- | 


omy—yes, sir, the great economy with which he 
administers the Government! e are pointed 
triumphantly to his veto of the French spoliation 
claims, and of the Collins-steamers appropri- 
ation. It is said great credit is to be bestowed 
on him for the fidelity with which he watches the 
Treasury. I know agreat many men who watch 
their private treasuries in the same way—that is, 
they have money to pay for everything under 
heaven except their honest debts. That is just 
exactly the economy of the President in expend- 
ing $63,000,000, and refusing $3,000,000 or 
$4,000,000 to pay the French spoliation claims. 

I have a word or two to say about the Collins- | 
steamers appropriation, which the President 
vetoed. I was not a member of the last Congress; 
but if I had been here, I should have voted for | 
that bill. The Senator from Mississippi may 


take all the advantagé he can from that fact. [ || 
say I would have voted for that bill, and against || 


the ten steamers this year. This economical | 
partys that cannot pay the contract price to Col- 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


taken the trouble to look over his annual report 
to see what he is about, and what he has been 
doing, in order to understand why he wants so 
much money. If you were to read his account 
| of what he has been doing at the various arsenals 
in this country, without looking at the heading 
| of the page, you would think you were reading 
| the preparations of the allied armies for carrying 
| on the war in the Crimea. Let me tell you a 
| little of what he has been doing. He wishes now 
|| to alter the small-arms, to take off the flint locks 
and make percussion locks of them, and he wants 
| $3,000,000 to do it, because the emergencies of 
| the eountry require it. 
|| I propose to tell the Senate how many small- 
|| arms the Secretary of War has provided this very 
| ear with percussion locks—just exactly such as 
co proposes to put on the muskets which he is 
| going to fix with the $3,000,000. 1 find by his 
|| last annual report that he manufactured, at the 
|| Springfield armory last year, 8,624 percussion 
| muskets of the model of 1842; and he manufac- 
|| tured, at Harper’s Ferry armory, of the same kind 
|| of muskets, 7,700; making of percussion muskets 
|| after the model of 1842 manufactured last year, 
| 16,324. Besides, at Harper’s Ferry, at the rifle 
| factory, he manufactured 1,300 percussion rifles 


|| with brass mountings; 590 percussion rifles with 
|| long-range sights, screw pattern; and 449 percus- 


sion rifles, with long-range sights, slide pattern; 
| making a total of 2,339 percussion rifles manu- 
factured. Besidesall this, 1,041 percussion rifles, 
brass mountings, were received from Washing- 
ton arsenal, adjusted with long-range sights, 
screw-pattern, and studs for sword bayonets; 





ns for carrying the mail, have this year rushed | 


through the Senate, almost without debate, a bill || 
appropriating $5,000,000 to build ten new war || 


steamers. How much are oe going tocost? It 
will cost at least $5,000,000 to build them. How 
much will it cost to keep them? By a report of | 
the Secretary of the Navy and the Postmaster | 
General, in 1852, it appears that the cost of a | 
steamer at that time was about $475,000; the Sec- 
retary now estimates that they will cost $500,000 
apiece. What will be the expense of keeping | 
one of these ten new war steamers afloat? By | 
the same document from the Secretary of the 
Navy, it seems that it cost $190,000 a year to 
keep one of these vessels afloat, only supplying | 
them with coal for ninety days. One of these | 
steamers costs $500,000 in the first place; and, if 
you keep her afloat with steam for ninety days, 
7 do it at an expense of $190,000. Thus you 
’ 


ave for the ten new war steamers, which have || 





been appropriated for at this session, an expend- | 
iture, at the beginning, of $5,000,000, and an | 
annual expenditure of at least $1,900,000, or | 
$2,000,000 in round numbers, to keep them afloat. 

Do you suppose that the Pretident will veto | 


i] 


1,200 percussion rifles, brass mountings, were 
received from Washington arsenal, adjusted with 
long-range sights, slide pattern, and studs for 
sword bayonets. Thus it appears that last year 


|| he manufactured of percussion arms of this char- 


| acter, 20,894. 
| In addition to that, I find in his report: 
|; ** The following arms and accouterments, made by con- 
| tractors, have been inspected and received : 
4,260 percussion rifles. 
| 5,000 percussion pistols. 
| 


1,006 Coit’s pistols. 
200 Sharpe’s carbines.” 
This was at New York; making in the whole, 
| 10,266 of that species of arms made by contract- 
ors. Besides, he repaired at the Benicia arsenal 
| 10,000 percussion muskets. 
| ‘Then the Secretary of War, during the last 


| year, has manufactured of new, and repaired of 


| old muskets, 41,160 of small percussion arms. Our 
Army amounts to about fifteen thousand men, all 
told; so that he has actually manufactured nearly 
| three percussion small-arms to every man in the 
|/Army. This amount—forty thousand—is only 
| the annual manufacture. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the Army is thus abundantly supplied, 


that bill? Do you imagine that he will be taken || the emergencies of the country are so great that 


with a fit of economy when he comes to see that? 
Wiil he re-read his veto on the Collins steamers? 
Notatall. These steamers, if they go through || 
the House (which I trust in God they will not) || 
will sail beautifully through the White House— 

they will not want much steam to carry them | 
through. The Collins steamers, however, are | 
built at no expense to the Government; they are 

employed for the purpose of carrying the mail, || 
and forwarding the arts of civilization and hu- 
manity; and why is it that a proposition to pay 
them the contract price is vetoed by our econom- || 
ical President, while double their expense is in- || 
curred for a set of steamers of a very different || 
character? I donot know the reason; but I have 
my opinions in regard to it. The fact that these 
ten steamers will require a vast amount of public 
treasure to be expended, a great many contracts 
to be made, a great many people to be employed, 





| 
} 





he wants $3,000,000 to spend as fast as he pos- 
sibly can, to manufacture more of the same kind. 

He has been doing something else; let us see 
what it is. At the Harper’s Ferry armory he 


| has made 2,000 ball cartridges; at Watervleit arse- 


nal he has constructed 30,000 musket cartridges; 
at Alleghany arsenal he has manufactured 383,000 
cartridges for small-arms, 450,000 rifle expanding 
bullet cartridges, and 645,000 musket ball and 
buck-shot flint lock cartridges were altered to per- 
cussion lock. AtSt. Louis he manufactured 40,000 
percussion-musket buck shot cartridges; 127,000 


| percussion-musket buck and ball cartridges; 3,640 
| percussion-musket elongated ball cartridges; 


19,400 percussion musketoon buck and ball car- 


_tridges; 397,000 percussion rifle elongated ball 
| cartridges; 164,170 percussion Colt’s pistol ball 


cartridges; 75,000 Sharpe’s carbine ball cartridges; 
and 223,000 flint cartridges for small-arms were 





and a great deal of money to be disbursed about 
the time of the sraaiivetio: election, may possibly 
have some connection with the fact of the bill for 
their construction being rushed through in this 


altered to percussion. At Frankford arsenal, 
36,830 ball percussion cartridges were made and 
packed, and 28,550 blank percussion cartridges 
were made and packed. At Benicia, there were 


way. Sir, if you are going to appropriate money || 92,000 cartridges for small-arms. Thus there 


for steamers, let it be for steamers that will do 


were a total of 2,726,420 new cartridges fitted to 


something for the benefit of the country and of || this new arm. 


mankind, and not for useless and idle war 
steamers, 


There is another view in relation to this matter || precedente 


This manufacture has been going on—I have 
only given you a very small sample—in this un- 
manner. A million of dollars a 


that I wish to presenggand that is the necessity || month has been expended by the Secretary during 


of the appropriation pro by this bill at the 
present time. In the annual report of the Secre- 


the whole year, for the expenses of his Depart- 
ment amount to $12,000,000. With this enor- 


tary of War, he makes no demand for it. I have || mous manufacture of arms he now comesand asks 


for $3,000,000 in addition to the very y 

lions he has already had. Now, sir, put it tg 
the Senate and to the country—I put it emphat 
| ically to those members of the Senate who mea, 


many mi]. 


to arraign the a Administration in the com. 
ing campaign for its profligacy, its extravagance 
and its gross expenditure of the public money 
and I ask them if they are willing to take t ¢ 
responsibility of voting this additional sum to 
the President under these circumstances? 

The honorable Senator from Michigan said that 
we did wrong to throw this responsibility upon 
the President or upon the Democratic arty. He 
said there was an individual responsi ility, and 
| I think the Senator from Mississippi said the 

same thing. I thank them for it; aan? put it to 
members of the Senate individually, if they are 
willing to take the individual responsibility of 
increasing the enormous war expenses of the 
| Government, after having voted as liberal] 

_ they have done heretofore, by this additional grant? 

I hope not. 

There is a why coset os in the first place 
| belonging to the President, and the President 
| felt it. hen the bill making an appropriation 

for carrying the mails in the Collins steamers 
came to him, he felt that responsibility, and he 
vetoed the bill. When the bill came up to pa 
for the French spoliation claims, the President 
| felt that responsibility, and he vetoed it. When 
another bill came up, making an appropriation 
| for removing obstructions in rivers and Sodhies 
and improving navigation, the President felt the 
responsibility, and he vetoed it. When another 
small bill came up, making an appropriation of 
| land for the relief of the indigent insane of the 
country, the President of the United States felt 
| the responsibility, and he vetoed it. Sir, if the 
President casts his eye over the whole range of 
legislation, if he vetoes your river and harbor 
bills, if he vetoes appropriations of land for the 
| indigent insane 

The PRESIDENT. The hour has arrived 
for the consideration of the special order, and it 
will be taken up unless otherwise directed by the 
Senate. The special order is the resolutions of- 
| fered by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iversoy] 
in regard to the naval board. On that question 
the Senator from Texas [Mr. Houston] has the 
floor. 








NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions, submitted by Mr. Iverson on the 
29th of February. 

Mr. HOUSTON then resumed and concluded 
the speech which he commenced yesterday. It 
will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire to be heard upon this 
| question. I will proceed now, if that be the desire 
of the Senate, or I will adopt any other course 
which may be agreeable to the body. 

Mr. STUART. It would hardly be proper to 
ask the Senator to proceed with his remarks at 
this time of the day, and yet I desire to have this 
subject disposed of temporarily by a postpone- 
ment to some time which will suit the conveni- 
ence of the Senator. 

Mr. BIGGS. I will adopt any course which 
may be agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to take up other bills, 
if 1 can, on Monday; and if the Senator wil! name 
some day next week, I will move the postpone- 
ment of this subject until that time. ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will suggest to my friend 
from North Carolina that [ should prefer that he 
would name an early day for the consideration 
of this subject. These resolutions have been 
pending for some time. They relate to.a matter 
of great consequence, upon which speedy action 
is necessary. I believe the bill of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs is in some way tacked on to 
these resolutions. I do not care whether the bill 
or the resolutions be first acted upon; for my great 
desire is to have a speedy decision on the ques- 
tion, and therefore [am urgent that the debate 
be pursued as rapidly as may be convenient to 
Senators. 

Mr. BUTLER. I concur with the honorable 
Senator from Georgia entirely. There are persons 
involved in this debate who have a right to ap 
to our justice in some measure. I hope we 





continue the discussion until we reach a decision 
upon it. I move that the resolutions under con- 





~ sa erie ae ee aan eee a a 








1856. 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1015 











7 — —————SST — = eappeoaner to-go anon oamemmey-aeonsiemeamlieommenes=eaiittere aaa tear tee a 
: sideration be postponed until Monday next, and | honorable Senator from Delaware; but the Senate t Mr. TVERSON, I think the riverand harbor 
he made the special order for that day at one || must perceive that the nature of the discussion || bills may be taken up in the morning hour, at 
t- o'clock. ; is such that the character of individuals has be- || half past twelve o’clock, any day, and disposed 
~ Mr. BAYARD. I hope that course will be || come involved, and it is proper that some expla- | of in a short time. There is very little morn- 
” taken. I desire to address the Senate myself, || nation of their course should go out to the coun- || ing business now to occupy the Senate, and I 
°s after the Senator from North Carolina shall have || try within a reasonable time | think we can pass a dozen of the river and harbor 
? sncluded. The time is perfectly immaterial to I make these suggestions, trusting that the hon- |) bills in half an hour every morning. The over- 
° ye The honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. || orable Senator from North Carolina will yield me || whelming majority which has already been 
” Toomss,] I believe, also intends to speak on the || the floor on Monday next, for a few minutes. I | exhibited in favor of those bills will certainly 
eubject. I desire to present my views upon the | would say what I desire to present now, but for || preclude any lengthy debate upon them. The 
. yestion in reference to the law of the last ses- the fact that the Senate is not full, and that [ de- || Savannah river improvement lull may give rise 
* Se and the action of the board under it; and at || sire what I shall say to be as effective as possi- || to a small debate; but so far as the other river 
. the same time I intend to reply to such parts of || ble, and I had no expectation of submitting my || and harbor bills are concerned you have nothin 
: the remarks of the Senator from Texas as I con- || remarks at this time. _ || todo but rush them through the mill and grin 
s ceive require reply at my hands. I think that he l| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in || them out. 
. has done great injustice to an officer who was a || the chair.) The question is on postponing the Mr. STUART. The honorable Senator is 
, member of the board, and I shall endeavor to || resolutions before the Senate until Monday, and || mistaken in supposing that there will be no dis- 
show clearly wherein that injustice consists. If || making them the special order for that day at || cussion on those bills. I suppose his colleague 
: | cannot convince him, I hope I shall be able to || one o’clock. | will discuss them—to what extent I do not know. 
; convince the Senate that his course has been in- || Mr. BROWN. If this subject is to be post- Mr. TOOMBS. You cannot pass them over 
: judicious with regard to the object which, in com- | oe until Monday, I hope it will be fixed for || my head without debate. 
mon with him, I wish to attain, as well as unjust || half past one or two o’clock on that day. Itis || Mr.STUART. Those bills are in my charge. 
: to the individual to whom I allude. It is my de- || very seldom that I appeal to the indulgence of the || I have given way for over a month, with the 
' sire to speak fully as to the law, and it is the in- || Senate, but 1 must ask to be allowed thirty min- || understanding that when certain gentlemen should 
. tention of the honorable Senator from Georgia to || utes on Monday next—no longer, | can assure the || be heard on particular questions, we should take 
ive his views on the same general question; and || Senate—to express ~ views on the Kansas || up those bills, and dispose of them. Three weeks 
; F presume the discussion will occupy several > = ees I have no long harangue to make. || ago I had an understanding with my friend from 
days yet. I propose to suggest a remedy which || Thirty minutes is all the time thatI desire. I || Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,} that after the speeches 
: | think we ought to adopt to correct the injus- | should be glad to _be allowed to make what re- || of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Geyen,] and 
' tice of the law. I hope the debate will be pro- || marks I have to offer on that subject, before this'|| the Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] on 
: ceeded with. I think this is one of those ques- || discussion shall be resumed on Monday. The || his Kansas bill, he would join me in having the 
: tions involving justice to individuals, involving || morning business will probably oceupy the first || river and harbor bills taken up and disposed of. 
. by its postponement a delay in the action on | hour on that day, as petitions and. reports of || My object now is to give this notice, so that no 


a a a ae 


executive nominations—all which considerati 

should prompt us to continue the discussion uml 
we come to some determination as to the course 
to be pursued. I shall be ready to go on with 
the debate at any or which suits the convenience 


|| committees generally accumulate from Friday to | 
|| Monday. If we postpone this question until one | 

o’clock on Monday, there will be no time inter- 
|| vening between the ordinary morning business 
|| and the resumption of this debate, when I can | 


Senator shall have a right to complain on Mon- 
day, when I make a motion to take up those bills. 
I shall make no complaint if the Senate decides 
against me. I only do what I consider to be my 
duty; and I cannot allow the honorable Senator 


of the Senate after Monday. || have the opportunity which I desire. I hope, || from North Carolina to go away to-day with the 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I desire honorable || therefore, we shall — these resolutions || expectation that I shall not feel compelled to make 
Senators to recollect that I gave way to the Sen- || until half past one o’clock on Monday. my motion on Monday. 
ator from Texas. I was entitled to the floorsome || Mr.MALLORY. I agree with what has been || Mr. BAYARD. I think the river and harbor 
t weeks ago. I obtained it for the purpose of re- || said in relation to the propriety of having a vote || bills may be disposed of in this way: if we were 
: lying to the honorable Senator from Delaware, || of the Senate on this subject at an early day. I || to take them up at twelve and a half o’clock every 
; Mtr. CiayTon,] and my remarks were inter- || think it is due to the officers who are memorial- || day we could get through with them in two or 
| rupted by the adjournment of the Senate. Inever || izing us that they should have a speedy response. || three days. I do not suppose we shall have any 
surrendered my right to the floor; but in courtesy || The subject has been before us since the session || lengthy discussion on any question of principle 
to the honorable Senator from Texas, I yester- || commenced. It is due to the Executive also || involved in them, but only as to the details of 


day conceded to him the privilege of making his 
speech, and he yielded to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, for the purpose of making an explanation 
in behalf of one of the officers of the Navy, and 
then again to my colleague. Isaw all this going 
on but, I did not wish to obtrude myself upon the 
Senate. I knew that the honorable Senator from 
Texas had been for the last week, from time to 
time, endeavoring to fix a period when he could 
be heard on this subject. He was waiting for the 
attendance of the honorable Senator from Dela- 
ware. Under the circumstances I did not feel 
myself at liberty to withhold from him the cour- 
tesy of allowing him to proceed. 
that the Senate would have conceded the privi- 
lege to any other Senator under different circum- 
stances. 


I have said this much, merely for the purpose || 


of signifying to the honorable Senator from North 


Carolina, that I should be much obliged to him | 


if he would allow me to occupy a small portion 
of the time on Monday next, if this measure shall 


be postponed until that day, to enable me to finish | 


my remarks in response to the honorable Senator 
from Delaware. 
Senator from North Carolina to the floor. He 
has obtained it in the ordinary way on the con- 
clusion of the speech of the Liuecshie Senator 


from Texas; and, according to the rules of the | 
Senate, | cannot say that he is not entitled to it; | 


but still, I beg him to remember that I yielded to 
the Senator isin ‘Texas, and I shall be much 
obliged to him if he will allow me to occupy a few 
minutes on Monday. 

The remarks of the Senator from Delaware, to 


which I commenced a reply some weeks ago, have | 


gone forth extensively. At that time I answered 
only one portion of a state of facts arrayed by 
him, and no person has since answered the res- 
idue of his statements, either generally, or in 
detail. I feel it to be necessary to perform a duty 
in defence of a friend, who feels that somethin 

ought to be said by way of explanation or denia 


I do not know | 


do not contest the right of the || 


that the nominations which he has made should 
| either be confirmed or rejected; and we should | 
arrive at some understanding on that subject. I | 
shall not be particularas to any day of postpone- 
| ment for this question, for that might interfere | 





I should like to have the privilege of being heard 
|| Committee. I shall not occupy the Senate long. 


i} 


views fully. 
| da 


on which the discussion shall be renewed. 
| 


| that any formal vote shall be taken on this sub- 
|| ject to-day. 





| with great propriety, that if anybody who has 
pects any speedy terminaticn of this question, he 
| is destined to be very lengthily disappointed. 
Sir, it is an inexhaustible subject, and | appre- 
| hend discussion upon it thus far has not entight- 
||}ened us much. Almost every Senator in the 
body desires to speak upon it, and almost every 


ject, and we are all of us inclined, through cour- 
tesy, to allow it. I think, therefore, speedy ac- 
tion must not be confidently looked for. 

| When Monday morning arrives I shall—I only 
| say it now for the purpose of being perfect! 

|| courteous to the honorable Senator from Nort 





| Carolina, who may expect something else—at | 
one o’clock on that day, ask for a vote of the || 
Senate on taking up the river and harbor bills. || arrangement in life, whose feelings are concerned, 
They are a special order, preceding this question. | 
There is but one 
subject which has priority of those measures, | 
i that is the bill which was under considera- || with it now. Regard for the interests of the 
tion in the morning hour to-day, which is in || Navy, and justice to the parties whose names 





| 
} 


They have precedence of it. 





| 


with the views of other Senators; but before the 
| debate closes, I wish to be heard briefly myself. | 


| inconclusion, as [reported the bill from the Naval | 


Mr. STUART. There is not a quorum of the | 
|| Senate now present, and therefore I shall not ask 


I only wish to have an opportunity to express my || 


I think, however, thatI may say || 


had a few months’ experience in the Senate, ex- || 


| 


Senator wishes also to speak on some other sub- || 


| 
} 


| some of the bills. I shoul suppose that we could 


pane the whole of them in three days, by devoting 
valf an hour to them every morning, from twelve 


| and a half to one o’clock, without interfering with 


the discussion of the question which justice re- 
quires that we should proceed with. I think, by 
| pursuing that course, we should soon dispose of 
| those measures. 

| Mr. STUART. I have no doubt they can be 
| passed speedily if the Senate are disposed to do so. 
But it must be obvious to every Senator that, in 





I leave it to the Senate to fix the || the way we are doing business—devoting an hour 


or two to one subject, and half an hour to another, 
and a quarter of an hour to another-—we are really 
accomplishing nothing. Every time when we 
return to a subject which has been discussed, we 
find that it is justas new, just as fresh, and open 
to quite as much discussion,as when it was first 
debated. I think, therefore, we had better take 
up one subject and dispose of it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I must insist on my motion. 
I should be pleased to accommodate my friend 


|| from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] but I know that 


if I yield to him, other subjects will come up. I 
| am aware that, under the judgment of a foregone 
conclusion, the river and harbor bills may be 
considered a small matter. Gentlemen may say 
that they ‘* only”’ appropriate four or five millions 
of dollars; and | suppose some would think that 
the best way would be to pass them without any 
conversation at all. 

Now, sir,I say gravely on this subject, that the 
Navy has been disorganized; and I say further- 
more, that I know men who cannot make their 


and who have a right to appeal to the justice of 
the Senate to dispose of this question at as — 
a day as possible. I think we ought to go throu 





1 charge of the honorable Senator from California, || have been under discussion, require it. In fact, 


the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


|| there are cross indictments. Gentlemen rise here, 


of some statements which have been made seri- 
ously affecting his character. I do not mean to 
say that this was intehtional on the part of the 


Mr. IVERSON. Will the Senator from Mich- 


allow me to makea suggestion on this point? 
ie. STUART. Yes, “ a 


that is the case, I assure you, sir, it is the 
of the Senate at least to dispose of this subject. 
I think it proper to dispose of one subject at a 


and absolutely indict individuals. As ong as 
uty 
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time; and this is the very one which, in my 
opinion, ought to be disposed of at once. [insist 
on my motion to peenene it until Monday, and 
make it the special order for one o’clock. , 

Mr. BROWN. I move to amend the motion 
by saying “ half past one o’clock.”’ 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will put the question on the longest time. 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire to state to the Senate 


that I have no preference about this matter atall. | 


{ entirely concur with the suggestions which have 
been made, that it is desirable to have this ques- 
tion disposed of at the earliest day. I am pre- 
pared to go on at any time, and I now notify the 
Senate, in consequence of a remark which has 


| 


| 
| 
| 


been made by the honorable Senator from South | 


Carolina, that I shall not indulge in any cross in- 
dictments or other indictments. My purpose is 
to condense my remarks as short as possible on 
the general subjects now before the Senate. In 


regard to the suggestion of the honorable Sena- | 


tor from Tennessee, I have only to state that it 
will afford me great pleasure to give way, either 
temporarily or permanently, to any Senator who 
may desire to address the Senate on a question 
in which he feels a deep personal interest. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


eration of this subject until Monday, at half past 
one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


The question | 
ix on the motion to postpone. the further consid- | 


by Mr. Cut.om, their Clerk, ennounced the pas- 


sage of a bill creating Columbus, in the State of 
Kentucky, a port of delivery. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tnurspay, -2pril 24, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie Waxpo. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in order | 
to be the reception of reports from the Committee | 


on Commerce. 
Mr. BRENTON. Task the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 





House bill No. 8, with the Senate amendments | 


thereto, for the purpose of having it referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER, ~The regular order of busi- 


I object, and call | 


ness is the reception of reports from the Commit- | 


tee on Commerce. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I would ask the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee to withdraw his objection, so as 
to allow me to offer the resolution which I pre- 
sented the other day. I wish to leave the city. 

Mr. JONES. Ihave just objected to taking 


up a bill out of its regular order—a bill which 1} 


introduced into this House, which was passed | 


without objection, which has come back from the 


Senate with amendments, and which is more im- | 


portant to the widows of revolutionary soldiers 
than any other bill you can pass. I objected to 
it, because I have refused to withdraw my ob- 
jection to~anything out of the regular order of 


yusiness, on the appeal of friends to let them re- | 


port bills, until the committees are called, and we 


get down to the Committee for the District of | 


Columbia, from which the gentleman from Mis- 
*sissippi [Mr. Benner] wishes to report a bill. 

Mr. SAGE, As I notice that two or three 

gentlemen of the Committee on Commerce who 


| 


have bills to report are not in their seats, I move | 


# call of the House for the purpose of giving | 


these gentlemen an opportunity of getting in and 


taking care of their business. 

Mr. MATTESON. On that motion I call for 
the _ and nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 20, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Henry Bennett, Burlingame, Clawson, 
Pamrell, Henry Winter Davis, Dodd, Galloway, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Holloway, Lake, Mat- 


zeson, Norton, Reade, Sage, Sandi Shorter, Spinner 
and Waidron—20, 7” a ae 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barclay, Barksdale 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 


FS 
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| 
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| there happens to be a little piece of railroad. 
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Broom, Buffinton, Burnett, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cragin, 
Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Davidson, Timethy Davis, 
Dean, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, Foster, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Goode, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, Hughston, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kel- 
sey, Kidwell, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Xunkel, 
Leiter, Letcher, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, 
Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Paine, 
Peck, Pelton, Perry, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, 
Quitman, Ready, Richardson, Ritchie, Robison, Ruffin, 
Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Sneed, Stanton, Swope, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Vail, Valk, 
Wakeman, Waiker, Warner, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Wood- 
ruff, and John V. Wright—97. 


So a call of the House was not ordered. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, reported from 


the Committee on Commerce a bill to continue 
the improvement of the Illinois river; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred a 
resolution of the House directing it to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill for the 
purpose of establishing a port of delivery at 


| Columbus, Kentucky, has directed me to report 


back a bill for that purpose and to ask to have it 
put upon its passage. 


the Secretary of the Treasury. 


The bill creating Columbus, in Kentucky, a | 
> y> 


port of delivery was read a first and second 
time. 

The bill was then read in eztenso. 
for constituting Columbus, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, a port of delivery in the district of New 


Orleans, under the same regulations usually ap- | 
| plied to such bills, with the further provision that 


it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to discontinue said port of delivery whenever 
in his judgment the public service shall no longer 
require its further continuance. 

Mr. BURNETT. It will be seen, from the 


reading of the bill, that the Secretary of the | 
|| Treasury is authorized to discontinue this 


of delivery, if the House shall pass the bill, 
whenever in his opinion the public service no 
longer requires its continuance. The object of 
establishing a port of delivery at this point is to 
allow the Ohio and Mobile Railroad Company to 
bond their iron at Columbus, which is the north- 
ern terminus of the road. Unless the bill is passed 


| at once, the object of the bill will be defeated. I 
| hope the House will = the bill. 


Mr. MORGAN. It has become the fashion to 
establish ports of delivery at every point where 
I see 
no reason why Congress should establish ports 


of delivery at a thousand different places all over | 


the country, for the purpose of accommodating 
railroad companies. I| kage the bill will not 
ass. 

Mr. WALKER. It seems to me that a very 
few words in addition to what has been said by 
the gentleman from Kentucky will satisfy the 
House that it will commit no indiscretion by 
putting the bill on its passage at this time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I ask that the letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 


| ject may be read. 


The letter was read, as follows: 


Treasury DePaRTMENT, pril 22, 1856. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 9th in- 
stant, inclosing a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, which instructs the Committee on Commerce to 
inquire inte the expediency of establishing a port of delivery 
at Columbus, Kentucky, and you request on behalf of said 
committee an expression of the views of the Department 
on the subject 

In reply [ beg leave to state that the railroad now being 
constructed, from the mouth of the Ohio river to Mobile, 
touches at Columbus. This road connects at the former 
place with the Illinois Central road ; and in aid of both roads 
grants of land were made to the States of Alabama and LIli- 
nois by the act of 20th of September, 1850. 

The railroad company are desirous of landing their iron 
at Columbus, and warehousing it, and paying the duties 
from time to time, as it is withdrawn for the purpose of 
being laid down ; and as this can only be done at a port of 
entry or delivery, and under the supervision of an officer of 
the customs, the establishment of a port of delivery at Co- 
lumbus would be of great convenience to the company. 

It is not probable that any other dutiable goods would be 
received at this place ; but the railroad iren required by the 
railroad company at Columbus would, perhaps, justify its 


bein 
whic 





I will send to the Clerk’s | 
| table and have read a letter on the subject from | 


| given by the State of Kentucky also, I think, re. 
It provides | 


ort | 








April 24 

’ 

made a port of delivery, at least during the time for 
warehouse, 


said iron should be received and in 
The resolution is returned. 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 


I am, very respectfully, P 
ecretary of the 

Mr. WALKER. It seems to me that the lette 
which has just been read at the Clerk’s table 
should of itself be sufficient to satisfy the Hous 
of the propriety of passing this bill. But, sir, [he 
leave to make a very brief statement to the House 
which, I trust, coupled with the letter which has 
just been read, and with the remarks of the gen. 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Burner, } will 
induce the House to allow the bill at once to 

ass, 
F This road, commencing at Mobile, runs par. 
tially through the State of Alabama, crossing 
the States of Mississippi and Tennessee, anj 
piercing the State of Kentucky, and terminatin> 
at Columbus, on the Ohio river. It must event 
ually connect with the Illinois Central railroaq 
and thence with Chicago, and, by the branch of 
that road connecting with the Fond du Lae and 
its extension, will form a complete chain of road 
from Mobile to some point on Lake Superior. 

The charters of this road were given by the four 
States of Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky; and, if ] am not mistaken, one or two 
of them require the iron to be laid on certain dis. 
tinct sections of the road at specified points in its 
construction. For instance, the charter of the 
State of Alabama requires that the iron shall be 
laid on certain sections of the road lying within 
that State. This is required in order to insure q 
full and complete coéperation on all sections, so 
fail the stockholders are concerned. The charter 


quires that the iron shall be laid on the northerp 
terminus of the road. 

The State of Tennessee has a general law for 
the purpose of encouraging this class of internal 
improvements. That State, by a certain railroad 
law, has declared that the Governor is authorized 
to issue his bonds for the benefit of the road at the 
rate of $10,000 per mile, whenever a section of 
twenty miles has been placed in a condition for 
laying the rails. 

Now, sir, unless this bill passes, and Colum- 
bus, at the northern terminus of the road, is made 
a port of delivery, so that the iron landed there can 
be bonded at that point, the lower end of the road 
must be burdened with the whole dutiable taxes 
of the entire length of the road. The whole of 
it must be bonded at Mobile. It seems to me 
that there can be no reasonable objection to the 
passage of this bill; and I trust it may be passed 
at once. To test the sense of the House on the 
subject, I demand the previous question. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Alabama to withdraw his demand for the previ- 
ous question for one moment, to enable me to 
ask a question. 

Mr. WALKER. 
purpose. 

Mr. MORGAN. This iron comes, I suppose, 
in some foreign vessel, or at least from some 
foreign point. At what ‘point has it to be 
transhipped? 

Mr. WALKER. At New Orleans. 

Mr. MORGAN. It is landed first at New 
Orleans and is there transhipped. I do not 
see, therefore, why it may not be carried from 
thence to Columbus without additional duties 
being paid. ‘There is, consequently, no necessity 
for a port of delivery at Columbus. 

i WALKER. It must be bonded some- 
where. 

Mr. MORGAN. Well, sir, the additional 
expense would be very trifling. 

r. WALKER. Iwill state to the gentleman 
that the company at the lower or southern portion 
of the road are now landing their iron at Mobile; 
and, in the next two or three months, the iron 
landed by them will cost $600,000 or $700,000. 
This is only for that portion of the road; so that 
the gentleman will see that the expensie is by no 
means small. I renew the call for the previous 
question. 

The previous resnaen was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 
read a third time. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. + 


I will withdraw it for that 
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'| this bill be postponed to a day certain, until it be 
| printed and the House have an opportunity to 
‘understand it. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman cannot do that 








The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 








“The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
, The bill was then passed, Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois, moved that || I learn that the gentleman from New York seeks 
ry. the yote by which the bill was passed be recon- | to have the House put this bill upon its passage. 








stter sidered; and also moved that the motion to recon- |} Now, as I understand that bill, it provides that | until the question of order is settled. 
able sider be laid on the table. these commissioners shall issue certificates,which | Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to make a single 
use The question being on the latter motion— shall be paid by the Secretary -of the Treasury || suggestion—— 
beg Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays. || on presentation at the Treasury Department. ||| Mr. JONES. I wish to have read the rule 
use, The yeas and nays were not ordered; there || therefore make the point, that itmakes an appro- || requiring all bills making appropriations to be 
has being, on a division—ayes 18, noes 87. ] riation, and must go to the Committee of the considered in Committee of the Whole. 
ren. Mr. MORGAN. Is there a quorum present? V hole on the state of the Union, and be there |} Mr. CLINGMAN, I was about to suggest 
will The SPEAKER. [t is not necessary that a || first considered. It provides that the commission- || this to the Chair. The Chair will, I take it, see, 
3 to quorum should vote on ordering the yeas and || ers to be appointed, consisting, [ believe, of the || from the reading of the act, that the Secretary of 
nays. ‘The Constitution gives to one fifth of the || collector of the customs, the naval officer, and || the Treasury is to pay this money without any 
Dare members present the right to order the yeas and || some other persons, shall proceed to investigate || other law. Now, what is an appropriation of 
ing nays. , i) these claims to have duties refunded in conse- || money to be paid out ef the Treasury? It seems 
i The motion to reconsider was laid upon the || quence of goods lost by fire, and issue certifi- | to me that that question may be determined in 
ing table. | cates for the several amounts which shall be |! this way: We pass this act. Is amy other law 
nt. FURTHER REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | refunded; and the each tg why esa d in thos Ia r- necessary to get this money out of the Treasury? 
ad, aaa! || tificates shall be paid by the Secretary of the || Now, if no other law be necessary—if the See- 
of Mr. EUSTIS, from the Committee on Com- || Treasury. It provides, also, that if the goods as || retary of the Treasury is bound to pay these 
and merce, reported back a bill appropriating a sum | alleged were destroyed by firein the original pack- | certificates on the simple passage of this bill— 
oad of money for the completion of the improvements || ages in which they were imported, the amount || then, I take it, this must make an appropriation; 
; in the raft region of Red river; which was re- || of duties so paid must be ascertained. ‘The com- || for the Constitution says no money is to be paid 
our ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the || missioners are then to issue a certificate to that || unless in accordance with appropriations by Soa 
and state of the Union, and, with the accompanying || effect, and by this bill the amount of that certifi- || gress. Well, we pass this act; and it binds the 
wo report, ordered to be printed. || cate is directed to be paid by the Secretary of the || Secretary to pay these certificates, and he will 
lis- On motion of Mr. EUSTIS, the Committee on Treasury. Therefore, the bill does appropriate | pay them. It therefore seems to me very clear 
its Commerce was discharged from the further con- || the money necessary to meet the requirements of || that it is an appropriation. 
the sideration of the resolutions of the Legislature of || the bill, || ‘TheClerk read the 133d rule, which directs that 
he Mississippi, in reference to the cotton interest; || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the Clerk || all proceedings touching appropriations of money, 
hin and they were referred to the Committee on Agri- || read that portion of the bill requiring the amount || shall be first discussed in a Committee of the 





culture. 











of the certificates to be paid at the ‘Treasury. \| 
The SPEAKER. 


Before the section be read, || 





Whole House. 


Mr. TYSON. Iask the unanimous consent || Sie des ; ‘ad, || Mr. PHELPS. Let me say one word further 
of the House for leave to introduce, for reference, || gee will eats rae Gear from New | In relation to the point of order which I have 
a bill to continue the Delaware breakwater, Del- || *°™%:™ eset ere ve bill, —_ the previous | raised. I read the following clause from the Con- 
omen | ae from Missouri raises a | Stitation: si oi nil, oe 
. ? es order. ‘** No money shall be drawn from the Treas - 
for Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. I object. . 1 Mr. PHELPS. Yes, sir; and I desire that | sequence ot appropriations made by law.” Te 
nal Mr. TYSON, from the Committee on Com- uestion of order to be first decided. | Now, this money may be drawn from the 
vad merce, reported back bills of the following titles; The SPEAKER. It will be first decided. } Treasury in pursuance of this law; and it there- 
red which were severally referred to the Committee | The fourth section of the bill was read by the ] fore does appropriate a sum of money sufficient 
the of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- | Clerk. It provides that it shall be the duty of || to answer the requirements of the certificates 
of dered to be printed: | the Secretary of the Treasury, with as little de- | authorized by this bill to be issued. 
for A bill to repair and complete the harbor at || lay as practicable, to examine the testimony taken | Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I am satisfied 
Reedy Island, Delaware river, Delaware; | before the said commissioners from time to time, || in my own mind that the Chair is correct in his 
m- _A bill to enlarge and complete the harbor at || as the same is referred to him; to compare the || decision in the case. It seems to me, from read- 
de Chester, Delaware river, Delaware; and same with the statements and adjudication of |} ing the bill, that it makes no appropriation, and 
an _A bill to enlarge and complete the harbor at || such commissioners, and signify to them his || that the officers of the Treasury would not be 
ad New Castle, Delaware river, Delaware. approval or disapproval, in whole or in part, of || justified in paying over this scrip until an appro- 
ces Mr. PELTON, from the same committee, |} such claim as he shall deem just; and that as | yriation shall have been made for that purpose. 
of reported back, without amendment, bills of the || soonas said determination of the Secretary of the | The bill only declares a liability. That is all 
ne following titles; which were severally referred to || ‘Treasury is made known to said commissioners, | Mr. ORR. I should like, Mr. Speaker, to call 
he the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || they shall, if favorable to the claimant in whole || the attention of the gentleman from Maine to the 
ed Union, and ordered to be printed: || or in part, issue to the claimant whose claim is || act which passed in 1823, and was subsequently 
he A bill for the improvement of Sodus harbor, || so approved, acertificate, signed by them, stating ] extended in 1834, for carrying out the provisions 
Wayne county, New York; the amount of duties, to the refunding of which |} of the treaty with Spain, under which arose these 
m A bill for the improvement of Sodus harbor, || the claimant is entitled; and that such certificate | Florida claims, discussed in a preceding Con- 
vi- Cayuga county, New York; || shall entitle the person named therein, or the legal || gress. There no more specific appropriation wag 
to A bill for continuing the improvement of the || holder thereof, to be paid the sum named therein || made than is contained in this bill; and the Secre- 
harbor of Oak Orchard, on Lake Ontario; and on presentation of said certificate at the Treasury || tary of the Treasury proceeded on that original 
at A bill for making appropriation for continuing || of the United States within one year from its date. || bill to pay about a million and a half of dollars, 
the improvement of the harbor of Port Ontario, || The SPEAKER. The first question js the || and continues to pay when claims are presented 
e, New York. || question of order raised by the gentleman from || under that act. The original authority given by 
ne Mr. P., from the same committee, reported || Missouri. It does not appear to the Chair, from the acts of 1823 and 1834, without any specific 
be back, with amendments, bills of the following | the section read, nor from the bill itself, so far as | sum being appropriated at all, authorized the 
tides: ‘Witith were referred to the Cominities of 1 the Chair can understand from its reading, that || Secretary to pay these claims; and he eee 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and emia it makes an appropriation of money; and there- | did and does pay them. It is the same in this 
w ally ordered to be printed: fore it does not of necessity go to the Committee || bill. The provision is in these words: : 
ot A bill to continue the improvement of the har- || of the Whole. ’ | a ti ewe = oe eka - ae pid the 
° J : Tr 4 Sse name¢ rere 0 eg nae ereo { e pa 
: oe river, New - ork; ‘ aoe ay eee < Ssaneanets 5 oem a | || sum also named therein, on resentation of the said certifi- 
f aking an appropriation for the working cision. aS DecD JUSS Fee | cate at the Treasury of the United States within oue year 
y of a steam dredge on Lake Ontario; and authorizes the payment of the certificates to be || from its date.” 
A bill to continue the improvement of the chan- || issued under this bill. The Constitution of the || The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide the 
be nel of the Hudson river above and below Albany United States provides that no money shall be | question of order, inasmuch as debate is not in 
and below Troy, State of New York. drawn from the Treasury unless it be appropri- || order. On the proposition as stated by the gen- 
al M ated by law. Now, it is not necessary to use || tleman from North Carolina, the Chair would 
RBSISELON or DUTIES. the words, that a certain amount “ be, and the || have no hesitation in deciding that this bill, ander 
n Mr. PELTON. 1 am instructed by the Com- || same is hereby, appropriated,’’ as is the usual || the rule read from the Clerk’s desk, must go to 
n mittee on Commerce, to report back Senate bill || form, to make it an appropriation. But if the |} the Committee of the Whole; but it appears to 
25 to remit or refund the duties on goods, wares, |} Secretary of the 5 om be directed to pay cer- || the Chair that the officers of the Treasury would 
n and merchandise, destroyed by fire, with arecom- || tain money out of the Treasury—whether you || have no authority to pay the sums of money that 
). mendation that it be at once put upon its passage. || use the word “ appropriated”? or not—it is an || might be found due, on the passage of this bill; 
at I demand the previous question on the passage || authority to him, and the bill makes an appro- || and that the clause of the Constitution read b 
0 of the bill. . d riation. The gentleman from South Carolina || the gentleman from Missouri is a clause whic 
3 Mr. PHELPS. Has the bill been printed? Mr. Orr} reminds me, as a precedent, of the || will govern the officers of the Treasury in acting 
A Menmpber. It has not. loridaclaims. 'Thisis, in my opinion, as clearly || on this bill; and that, und! an appropriation be 
2 t Mr. PHELPS. Is there a report accompany- an appropriation of the money to be paid any || made out of which the.money shall be paid, the 
ing it? time within one year from the presentation of the || accounting officers of the Treasury would have 
d Mr. PELTON. There isa report; and if it be certificate, as if we were to use in the bill the |} no authority to pay it. It seems to the Chair to 
3 desired, I will ask thatit be read from the Clerk’s || words ‘‘ be, and the same is hereby, appropri- || be no more than this: that certain officers of the 
desk. ated.’’ E Treasury are, by this bill, authorized to ascestain 
3 





a JONES, of Tennessee. Let the bill be 
read. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope that 


|| the gentleman from New York will move that 


whether, on certain principles, any amount of 
money is due from the Government to certain 
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citizens of the United States; and if so, and the 
Congress of the United States shall hereafter 
make an appropriation of money for the payment 
of these claims, then, upon the principles of the 
bill, the accounting officers of the Treasury will 
be authorized to pay them. 

Mr. WALKER. I beg leave to suggest, in re- 
lation to the decision pronounced by the Speaker, 
that there has been a judicial decision upon this 
very point, in the case of Kendall vs. the United 
States. In that case, the law authorized certain 
officers of the Government to institute an inquiry 
and to settle the accounts of the General Govern- 
ment with certain parties. By the terms of the 
act, it was made the duty of the head of the De- 
partment thereupon to satisfy the claim, if it 
was found to be due on the part of the Govern- 
ment. The imquiry was held, but the Postmaster 
General refused to act upon the report of the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, and the case went to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. That 
court, In its decision in the case, held in this wise: 





that inasmuch as the act of Congress had in ex- | 


press terms declared that, 


a a report being 
made by the Solicitor of the 


reasury, containing 


a settlementof the accounts between the Govern- | 


ment and the claimants, ascertaining that the 
amount claimed was due by the Government, the 


Postmaster General should be required to pay the | 


mouey, or allow credit for the amount, the De- 
partment could exercise no discretionary power 
in the matter, and no subsequent legislation was 
necessary for the payment of the money. 

I alluded to this case the other day in the brief 
argument which I made upon another subject; 
but the case is conclusive upon this point. It is 
reported in 4th Peters, and the decision was 
that, upon the report being made by the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, the Department had no right to 
refuse the payment of the money. 

The SPEAKER. It appears to the Chair, 
upon the question of order raised, that further 
legislation will be necessary before the money 
can be paid from the Treasury. The Chair is 
therefore of the opinion that the bill does not 
necessarily, under the 133d rule, go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The Chair so decides. From this decision the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] takes an 
appeal; and the question is, ‘Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?”’ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to lay 
the appeal on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PELTON. [ask to be permitted to state 
that I am willing to withdraw my demand for the 
previous 
reasons why I called the previous question, to 
have the bill postponed to some day certain. 

Mr. PHELPS. No, sir, I object to that. 

The question was taken on Mr. Wasusurn’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
72, nays 83; as follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Albright, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bing- 
ham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffin- 
ton, Burliugame, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Clawson, Coltax, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Denver, Dodd, Emrie, Eustis, Henry M. 
Fuiler, Galloway, ee: Gilbert, Grow, Harrison, Her- 
bert, Holloway, Kelsey, Kennett, Knapp Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Morgan, Morritl, Mott, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Pelton, 
Perry, Pike, Pringle, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Seward, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, 
Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, EXtihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Whitney, and Williams, 
—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
ley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce Branch Burnett, 
Carlile, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
Dean, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Evans, Foster, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, th Miller, Nichols, Orr, 


Paine, Peck, Petut, Phelps, >» Quitman, Ready, 
Richardson, Ritchie, Ri » Sandidge, Shorter, 
= ar: + R. Smith, ig 8 nate > ‘Thurs- 

n erwood, Vail aldron, er, Warner 
Watson, Wells ’ Wheeler, Winslow, oodruf, Wood: 
worth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—83. 


So the House refused to lay the appeal upon 
the table. 


Pending the cell of the roll, 
Mr. NORTON, when his name was called. 


ae 








uestion, and, after giving briefly the | 
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stated that he had paired off with his colleague, 
Mr. Harris, of Illinois. 

Mr. KUNKEL stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague, Mr. Fiorence. 

Mr. HAVEN stated that he was not within 
the bar when his name was called; if he had 
been, being of the opinion that the bill does not 
make an appropriation of money, he should have 
voted *‘ay.”” cs 

The question recurred upon sustaining the de- 
cision of the Chair as the judgment of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois, demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. oh ain 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 74, nays 78; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bing- 
ham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlin- 
game, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson ,Coliax, 
|| Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
| Timothy Davis, Denver, Dodd, Emrie, Eustis, Henry M. 
|| Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Grow, Harrison, Ha- 
| ven, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Kelsey, Kennett, 
| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Matteson, McCarty, Killian 
| Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Andrew 

Oliver, Pelton, Perry. Pike, Porter, Pringle, Robbins, Rob- 
| ison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Simmons, Stanton, 
|| ‘Tappan, Thorington, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, 

Walbridge, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Whit- 
| ney, Williams, and Woodruff—74. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
|| ley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, 
| Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
|| W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Dean, Dowdell, 
| Edmundson, Evans, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hughston, George W. 


| 
| 
| 


|, Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lind- 
|| ley, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Mar- 
|} shall, Maxwell, McMullin, Smith Miller, Orr, Paine, Peck, 
|| Phelps, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, Ritch‘e, 

Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sandidge, Shorter, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Swope, Talbott, Thurston, Under- 
| wood, Vail, Valk, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Watson, 
Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Winslow, Woodworth, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—78. 





the bill, under the rules, was referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the bill and re- 
| port be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. ORR, by unanimous con- 
sent, leave was granted to withdraw from the 
| files of the House the papers in the case of Gen- 
_eral Walbach, for the purpose of having them 
| presented in the Senate. 
| Mr. BRENTON. As the morning hour is out, 
| I move that the House proceed to the considera- 
| tion of the business on the Speaker’s table. 

1 The motion was agreed to. 
| 


| REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills and joint resolution on the 
Speaker’s table were then taken up in their order, 
| read a first and second time, and disposed of as 


indicated below: 
House bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act 


| 
1] 
| 


granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
iers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States,’”? approved March 3, 
1855. Returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and the amendments ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to give 
notice to the House that, when the Committee on 
Public Lands report back that bill, I shall ask 
that the amendments of the Senate may be dis- 
posed of without further delay. 

Resolution providing for the election of a chap- 
lain. Laid on the table. 

An act providing a necessary increase and 
better organization of the medical and hospital 
department of the Army. Referred to the 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

An act for the relief of Samuel V. Niles. 


‘ 


om- 


Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of Abraham Kintzing. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of William Marvin, of 
Florida. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
Scott. Referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

An act for the relief of F. A. Cunningham, 
Paymaster United States Army. Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

An act for the relief’< of the legal representatives 








So the decision of the Chair was overruled; and || 


April 24, 


of James Bell, deceased. Referred x 

| mittee on Revolutionary Claims. oe. 

| An act for the relief of Elizabeth V. Lomax 

only surviving child of Captain William Lindsay’ 

_of the Revolution. Referred to the Commit; 
| on Revolutionary Claims. 

| An act for the relief of Lemuel Worster. Re 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

| An act for the reliefof Daniel Doland. Referred 

| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

| An act to confirm the title of Henry Volcker 

| to acertain tract of land in the Territory of New 

| Mexico. Referred to the Committee on Private 

| Land Claims. 

| An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Morrison and Charles Ginn. Referred 

| to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

| An act for the relief of Franck Taylor. Re. 

_ ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

An act granting a pension to Mrs. Olivia W. 

Cannon, widow of Joseph L. Cannon, late a 
| midshipman in the United States Navy, now 
| deceased. Referred to the Committee on Reyo- 
| lutionary Claims. 
An act granting a pension to Morris Powers, 
| Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
| An act to alter and amendanact entitled * An 
| act to establisha circuit court of the United States 
in and for the State of California,’’ approved 
March 3, 1855. Referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

An act to provide for issuing patents in certain 
cases where grants of the public lands have been 
made by Congress. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, ETC. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Department of the Interior, 
transmitting a letter from the Commissioner of 
| Pensions, setting forth the necessity of some 








| legislation in relation to anticipated frauds by the 
forgery of certificates or warrants for bounty 
land, and assignments of the same, accompanied 
by a bill prepared, after consultation with the 
| heads of the pension and land bureaus, and de- 
signed to provide a remedy for the evil. 
| On motion of Mr. PHELPS, it was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House tes- 
timony in the contested-election case of the sev- 
enth congressional district of Nlinois; which was 
referred to the Committee of Elections, 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it, was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of Commo- 
dore Hiram Paulding, of the United States Navy, for the 
purpose of reference to the Senate. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the reg- 
| ular order of business. 

Mr. PHELPS. Have all the bills and com- 
munications on the Speaker’s table been referred ? 

The SPEAKER. Every one except the bill 
from the Court of Claims, which is pending on a 
motion not yet decided. 

Mr.PHELPS. ThenI move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole-on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Commi(tee of the Waole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Coss, of Georgia, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The business before the 
committee is the consideration of the Indian ap- 
propriation bill; and the pending question is on 
the motion made by the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Stanton] to strike out the first section. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rircuie] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. RITCHIE discussed the power of Con- 
gress over the Territories, contending that the 
convention which framed the Constitution intend- 
ed to and did confer upon Congress, by the Con- 
stitution, the power to legislate for the Territories 
without restriction so far as the subject of slavery 
was concerned, and absolutely to reject or admit 
new ne on . terms and for such reasons 
as to Congress might seem proper. ; 

Mr. R. @ speech will be found in the Appendix. 
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Mr. MAXWELL then obtained the floor, but 

‘elded to 
iced UFFINTON, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Coss, of Georgia, re- 

orted that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the state of the Union generally under consider- 
ation, and particularly the Indian appropriation 
pill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. BARKSDALE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers of Sallie J. Matthews, 
for the purpose of reference to the Court of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BROOM, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition and papers of Stephen 
C. Ford, for the purpose of reference to the Court of Claims. 

INTRODUCTION OF.BILLS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, by unanimous consent, in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced bills of 
the following titles; which were severally read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce: 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor at Conneaut, Ohio; and 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor at Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Mr. KELLY. I object to any business out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The objection comes too 





late, so far as the bills introduced by the gentleman | 


from Ohio are concerned. 

Mr. KELLY. Then I wish to give notice now 
that | shall object to all business out of the reg- 
ular order, until the Committee for the District 


of Columbia have an opportunity of reporting | 
back the bill in reference to suffrage in the city of 


Washington. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection, so far as it applies to some 
bills which I desire to introduce. They are bills 
of my colleague, (Mr. Caruruers,) who is absent 
from the city, and himself unable to present them. 
Previous notice of an intention to introduce them 
has already been given. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will withdraw his objection, to allow 
me to offer the resolution which I have several 
times endeavored to introduce. I desire to leave 
the city, and the House can act upon the resolu- 
tion in a few moments. 

Mr. KELLY. Under other circumstances I 
would willingly withdraw my objection. But 
when the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Ben- 
neTT] asked leave to report back the bill in 
reference to suffrage in the city of Washington, 
gentlemen on the other side objected, and persjsted 
in their objection to it. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I did not object to it. 

Mr. KELLY. It is important that the bill to 
which I refer should be considered and passed; 
and until we have an opportunity to do so, I shall 
make objection to all business out of order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
three o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Frivay, April 25, 1866. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. HenrrC. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Svcnslary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a statement showing the number 
of each grade of officers employed in the several 
collection districts wherein any change is pro- 
posed by Senate bill (No. 155) relating to the ap- 
pointment of officers for the collection of the cus- 
toms, and to provide for their compensation, the 
compensation at present allowed to each, and that 
a by the bill; which, on motion of Mr. 


isH, was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 
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|in Kentucky, a port of delivery, was read the | 











HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 303) creating Columbus, | 


| first and second times by its title, and referred to 


| of a mail route from St. Charles to Sherlock Falls, 








| Harrison H. Cocke, a captain in the Navy, who | 
has been placed upon the retired list, praying to 
be restored to his former position in the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 


the Committee on Commerce. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented two —— 
of citizens of lowa, praying for the estab 


in that State; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of 


| Affairs. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Gloucester | 


county, Virginia, praying that Joseph A. Seawell, 


late a passed midshipman in the Navy, who has 


been dropped from the service, may be restored 


| to his former position in the Navy; which was 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BIGGS presented the petition of Ann | 


Turner, widow of Elbert Turner, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. PRATT presented a memorial of citizens | 
of Baltimore, Maryland, praying for the establish- | 
ment of a marine hospital at that port; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, two petitions of citizens of New Jersey | 


/and Pennsylvania, praying for an extension of 


the provisions of the.act of 1852 for the better 


security of the lives of rege on board of | 


vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, to 


ferry-boats; which were ordered to lie on the | 


table. 
Mr. MASON moved that the memorial of 


Charles E. Anderson, on the files of the Senate, | 


| be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
| tiens; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials of 


citizens of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, praying 


that.the provisions of the act of 1852, for the 
better security of the lives of passengers on board 


of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, | 


may be extended to ferry-boats; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PUGH presented the memorial of Joseph 
Graham, praying for compensation for diplomatic 
services performed at Buenos Ayres, in South 
America; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

| Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 


|| of Boston, Massachusetts, praying for a general 


modification of the postal system in the United 
States and with foreign countries; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of W. G. 
Gilderslieve, of Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the adoption of constitutional measures 
for the abolition of slavery in the United States; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 


Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 
Eugene Rellieux, praying for indemnity for losses 
sustained by the bombardment of Greytown, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation, and that it be referred to the Court of 
Claims; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 
' lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
salary of the judge of the southern district of the United 
States court in California. 


Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary are hereby 
instructed to inquire into, and report upon, the expediency 
of repealing the act passed the of June, 1848, amend- 
ing the naturalization act of 1813. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet 
on Monday. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, asked and obtained 


ishment | 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign | 
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the Columbia Library of Capitol Hill, in the City 
of Washington; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. DODGE asked and obtained leave to 
|| introduce a bill (S. No. 266) authorizing the eree- 
tion of a post office and United States court room 
in the city of Madison, State of Wisconsin; which 
was read the first and second times by unanimous 


|| consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
|, Post Office and Post Roads. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cunzrom, their Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the act 
to continue half pay to Mrs. Lewright Browning, 
for a further term of five years; which was there- 
upon signed by the President pro tempore. 


GEORGE P. MARSH. 


gen shir f 
|| On motion of Mr. FOOT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
}; ation of the bill (S. No. 143) for the relief of 
George P. Marsh. When it was before the Senate 
on Friday last, it was amended so as to read— 
| Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
|, and he is hereby, directed to audit and settle the accounts 
|| of George P. Marsh, late Minister Resident of the United 
States to the Ottoman Porte, for additional compensation 
and expenses incurred by him in the performance of spevial 
services not pertaining to the mission, and at a point differ- 
ent from that to which he was accredited, in compliance 
with instructions from the Department of State ; in settling 
which accounts, the sum of 89,000 shall be allowed as com~- 
|| pensation for said special services in the mission to Greece; 
and in ascertaining the amount of said expenses the certifi- 
|| cate of the party shall be regarded as sufficient where no 
|| regular voucher can be produced. 
|| Mr. BRODHEAD. This, Mr. President, isa 
|| bill of some importance: it is a bill to which I 
have some very serious objections. The claim 
|| is for money that I think has never been earned; 
|} and a bill to pay the amount of this claim should 
|| not be suffered to pass the Senate. I will pro- 
ceed to submit to the Senate some very significant 
facts from the record, in relation to the mission 
of Mr. George P. Marsh to Turkey, and his claim 
for alleged diplomatic services in Greece. The 
| bill before the Senate perpones to appropriate 
| $9,000 to compensate Mr. Marsh for extraordi- 
nary services rendered in Greece, while he was 
minister resident at Constantinople. We re- 
cently pessad a bill for the relief of Mr. Marsh, 
giving 11m $1,000 per annum, thus appropriating 
| between three and four thousand dollars for judi- 
| cial services while he was minister resident at 
Constantinople; and here is a second bill to pa 
him compensation for extra services. When the 
|| bill to which I refer was before the Senate, the 
| honorable Senator from Vermont, (Mr. Foor,) 
who introduced it, used this language: 
| | need not say that the salary of the ministerto Turkey 
at that time was at most a meager one—being only 86,006 
|| without an outfit. This was intended as an additional 
compensation for additional services imposed. The salary 
| for the Turkish mission has since been raised to ¢9,000. 
This sum, the payment of which is now sought, has been 
withheld from Mr. Marsh at the Department— will not 
| say improperly, but upon a mere technicality.”’ 
Upon that statement we passed a bill appropri- 
ating over $3,000 for alleged Judicial services 
erformed when he was minister resident in 
| Turkey. I think it will be ascertained that there 
| were no judicial services rendered; or, if any were 
| rendered, he should have rendered them ez officiv, 
| and as part of his duty as minister resident for 
| the regular salary which he received. But I pass 
that by, and come new to more important. facts. 
| When was Mr. Marsh appointed? How long did 
he remain in this country after he was oan 
Did he receive an outfit and an infit? The Sen- 
| ator from Vermont said that he received no outfit. 
| I will show that he not only received an outfit, 


| 


| but an infit. 
| Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I will now fnake, 
| with the Senator’s permission, a correction of an 
| accidental error in the remarks which | submitted 
| when the other case was before the Senate. Mr, 
Marsh received no outfit at the time when he left 
| this country, but a year or twoafterwards an oatfit 
bet allowed in one of the general appropriation 
ills. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. For his mission to Con- 
| stantinople? 
Mr. FOOT. Yes, sir. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Now, sir, I wish to 








call 
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the attention of the Senate and of t 
to a monstrous evil that has grown up in our 
system, and which led to the passage of the dip- 
lomatic and consular reform bill of last year. 
find, by reference to Executive document, No. 21, 





— 


of the Thirty-Third Congress, second session, a | 


report from the State repens in answer to 
a resolution adopted by the Senate on my mo- 
tion, “a statement of the names of ministers, 
charges d ‘affaires, and secretaries of legation of the 
United States, appointed since the 4th of March, 
1849, together with the dates of their commission, 
the time of the commencement of their compen- 
gation, of their departure for their posts, and of 
their entering on their official duties thereat.”’ 


When,was Mr. Marsh appointed? When did | 


he leave this country? How long did he stay in 
Paris? When did he enter on the discharge of 
the duties which had been assigned to him? I 
ascertain by this document that he was appointed 
on the 29th of May, 1849, that his salary com- 
menced on that day, that he remained in the 


United States until the 2Ist of September, 1849, | 


and that he entered upon the discharge of his 
duties at Constantinople on the llth of March, 
1850, nearly ten months after he was appointed. 


Latin bind 


rea 
he country } 


his salary there also. 


report 





against the Treasury. He has recived $53,000. 


He should not complain of not receiving enough. | been associated with him for many years in this 


He received an outfit of $6,000; he remained four 
months in the United States after his appoint- 
ment, drawing his salary at the rate of $6,000 a 

ear; he spent the next winter in Paris, receiving 
I take it for granted that 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


i happy to say, that our personal relations h 
always been marked by a kindly and courteous 


| those relations. 


he spent his winter at Paris, because he was not || 


at his post, as the record shows, for he did not 
himself there until the next spring. 
It seems to me, Mr. President, that these are 
very substantial objections to the allowance of 
this claim. But, now, let me inquire what were 


|| the services for which he asks us to allow him 


He remained in this country during the entire | 
summer after hisappointment. Including his out- | 


fit he received about eleven thousand dollars before 
he entered upon the discharge of his duties. He 
remained nearly four months in this country 
receiving his salary, though no minister was at 
the post in Constantinople; he then passed over to 
Paris, and spent the winter there and in Italy. 
Finally, nearly a year after his appointment, 
he arrived at Constantinople, and entered upon the 
discharge of the duties of his office. During the 
period of his absence from the United States he 
received, as 1 shall show, nearly fifty thousand 
dollars. 
itor’s office, by which it appears that he received 


for salary, $27,348 30; for outfit, $6,000; for con- | 


tungent ay 
the specia 


now asked again to compensate him, $2,155 69; | 


and he received for Mr. J. P. Brown, who dis- 
charged his duties I understand during his absence 
in Greece, $3,558 32; making a total of $49,657 38. 
To this must be added the amount which we 
agreed to appropriate the other day —over $3,000— 
making a total of $53,000. 


One would suppose that this was a pretty large | 


sum fora brief trip to Europe. I believe he was 
absent nearly four years in Lurope, but he was 
only at his 

» records—including the time spent in the special 
He was in Egypt, in Paris, in Switzerland, and 
in Trieste. His instructions in regard to the 
special mission to Greece were that he was to 
remain in the neighborhood; but where did he go 
to? Athens, the point where he was directed to 
go on this great diplomatic mission, to which I 
shall refer presently, is only three hundred miles 
distant from Constantinople; but after going to 
Athens, he went from there to Trieste, about a 
thousand miles further, to write out his instruc- 
tions, and he took ninety days to do it. 

These are the facts which I have obtained from 
the record. What minister, with an outfit and a 
salary of $6,000 a year, ever made out bills for 
such contingent expenses as Mr. Marsh did, and 
to waom were they ever allowed before? I read 
you some of the items of contingent expenses 
for which he has been paid. I find one item: 
‘*L.very of two horses, and grooms, twenty- 
eig].t months, $810.”’ I find another item: ‘* For 
pos'age, $316 17; wages of official servants, 
$573 

This was not while he was employed on the 
= Greek mission, but whilst he was dis- 
charging the duties of his regular mission at Con- 
stantinople. We were paying for his servants, 
for his carriage, for boat hire, and for anew boat 
to the legation, and for other contingencies, sums 
of money amounting in all to over $9,000. Sup- 
pose our minister to England, who received under 
the old law a salary and outfit, should charge for 
his servants and horses, and have his bills paid 
out of the contingent fund of the State Depart- 
ment, what would be thought of it? One would 
naturally imagine that this gentlemen had re- 
ceived enough, and that he would not be setting 


post. as well as I can learn from the | 


—_- 











| 
| 
| 
| 


| did not make the settlement. 
| Buchanan, and Mr. Mason, our Ministers to || 
| Spain, England, and France, went from their re- 
| spective missions some time ago to Ostend, on 


} countenance here. 


| thing to do with a just claim. 
ference who he is, or what he is—it is to the || 


| the Senator referred, [do not wish to say any- | 


| sive objections to the passage of this bill. 


| spect to the geography and topography of the 


an additional -outfit of $9,000? For going to 
Greece on a special mission. For what purpose 
was he sent there? To settle a little difficulty 
that Dr. King had with the Grecian Government 
in regard to two acres of land adjoining the city 
in which he lived. Mr. Marsh went for that 
purpose, but hedid not complete the settlement of | 
that matter. He went from there to Trieste, and 
took ninety days to write out his report in that 
case, for which he received $540, included in the 
item of $2,155, to which I have already adverted. 
I have copies, obtained from the Fifth Auditor’s 
office, of the bills which were paid for the con- 
tingent expenses of this special mission; and 
this is one of them. 

For what is he to have $9,000 ? He made no 
treaty at Athens. The honorable Senator from 
Vermont says that the question was settled after- 
wards on the terms which he suggested; but he 
Mr. Soulé, Mr. 


much more important business than the settle- | 


|| ment of this little difficulty of Mr. King, about 
I have a statement from the Fifth Aud- |! two acres of land. 
/each of those gentlemen should ask for an outfit 
| of $9,000 for going to Ostend? 
enses, $9,095 07; for infit, $1,500; for | 
mission to Greece, for which we are | 


What would be thought if 


It would not be | 
nearly so absurd, in my opinion, as this claim; 
but yet I doubt whether it would receive any | 


The honorable Senator from Vermont, who | 
urges this case, told us, in his speech, of Mr. | 
Marsh’s great weight of character as a states- 
man, as aman of science, and asascholar. I 
do not know that such considerations have any- 
It makes no dif- 


claim we are to look. On these topics, to which 


thing at present. Mr. Marsh was a member of 


|| the House of Representatives from 1845 to 1848, 
mission to Greece—about two years and a half. | 


and I am willing that he shall be adjudged, in the 
particulars to which the Senator from Vermont 
referred, by his record there. Ishall say nothing 
about it now. 

It seems to me that I have stated some conclu- 


of evil example. One sum of this kind, paid 
without just cause or proper evidence, for pre- 


| tended service, for colorable services, will bring | 
| twenty other cases here. 
| rendered by Mr. Marsh, for which he has already | 
| received $50,000, with the services of the officers | 


Compare the services 


of the Army connected with the topographical | 


} | 
bureau who have made our boundary surveys | 


—who have obtained valuable information in re- 


country—who have been compelled to lie down to 
rest on arid plains for many nights in succession 
—who have received fifteen or sixteen hundred 
dollars a year. 

These, sir, are my reasons, briefly stated, for 
resisting the passage of this bill. 1 know it is 
nota pleasant duty to oppose claims made by 
ex-members of Congress. It affords me no 
pleasure; but it is a duty in this case, and I have 
endeavored to discharge it. I have stated the | 
facts plainly and bluntly, but with no intention | 
of giving offense in any quarter whatever. I | 
have endeavored to state them truly from the | 
record, and I shall be sorry if I have done injus- | 


tice to anybody. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I shall make but 
a brief reply to the course of remark in which the | 
honorable Senator from Pennsylvania has seen | 
proper to indulge in reference to this claim. I 
shall not indulge in any spirit of passion; neither 
shall I speak with any feelings of unkindness to- 


tre bad example of making a claim of thisnature || wards that Senator. I shall seek no personal | 


_ regard him as an honorable man—as a man of jp. 
| tegrity, uprightness, and justice; and as one who, 


| may have been brought to bear upon him. | 


|| unjust and unjustifiable assault upon an honor- 


| hostility to this claim, if not to Mr. Marsh him- 
self, which he, however, disclaims, and I accept 


| consideration in his presence, it encounters his 
manifestly bitter opposition—not altogether un- 


It is || 
| foreign court—a position for which h@@rag emi- 





| extenuation for what I cannot but regard as an 


it or impute it to the gentleman against his dis- 


The 
| they are well known spiecneaenl by the coun- 


April 25, 
controversy with him. I have known him and 


and in the other branch of Congress; and I am 


intercourse. I shall provoke no interruption of 

I can bear cheerful testimony to 
the fidelity, and especially to the assiduity, wit} 
which he has always devoted himself to the dis. 
harge of his public duties as a member of either 
House of Congress. I have been accustomed to 


while exercising a proper care for the public jp- 
terest, would at the same time deal justly by all 
men, and would not intentionally do injustice to 
any. Ientertain the same opinion of him stil}. 
I am not prepared to believe that, in the course of 
remark in which he has seen fit to indulge on thig 
occasion, he has followed the promptings of his 
own better nature, or the convictions of his own 
better judgment. I cannot but suppose that he 
has been prompted to this extraordinary demon- 
stration unadvisedly—unconsciously, perhaps— 
but, nevertheless, through some strange misap. 
prehension of the merits of this case. He must 
have been misinformed upon many points; at any 
rate, he must have been deceived and imposed 
upon from some quarter. Il apprehend he must 
have been prompted to this opposition by some 
extraneous, outside, sinister influences which 


will accept almost any supposition in charitable 


able man, and upon a just claim, 

It is not to be disguised that, for some reason— 
for some cause, satisfactory to himself, no doubt 
—that Senator has always manifested a singular 


hig disclaimer. Other claims for similar services, 
and for much larger sums, have again and again 
passed this body, without eliciting a word of 
objection from the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania; but whenever this case comes up for 


mixed, apparently, IL regret to say, with feelings of 
personal resentment; but again, I do not charge 


avowal of personal hostility. 

Sir, the character, and position, and services 
of Mr. Marsh, require no defense at my hands 
before this body. are well known here; 


try. He served for six yearsin the other branch 
of Congress with distinguished merit, and where 
many of us who are here to-day, together with 
the Senator from Pennsylvania himself, served 
with him. He has been the accredited and hon- 
ored representative of this Government at a 


nently qualified, and whose duties he discharged 
with great credit to himself and to the country. 
An intimate personal acquaintance of thirty years 
authorizes me to say that his private life and 
character are above reproach. He is a man upon 
whose integrity a whisper of suspicion or doubt 
never rested. Asa scholar, a statesman, and a 
diplomatist, he stands proudly eminent before 
this country, and commands the respect of all 
men who appreciate learning, and talent, and 
virtue. He is known to the literary world as 
one of its most distinguished ornaments. 

But, sir, I do not stand here to speak the praises 
of George P. Marsh. I stand here now only to 
repel unprovoked and unjust assaults upon him, 
or upon his claim; and to ask that justice— 
simple, even-handed, impartial justice, be done 
him; and which, I am happy to say, has never 
been denied him, or withheld from him in the 
Senate of the United States, This claim is a 
very plain one; it is one very simple in its char- 
acter; and it is a very clear one. It has been 
once and again brought before this body? and it 
is well Sekconad by us all. The bill simply 
directs the Secretary of the Treasury, in the 
settlement of Mr. Marsh’s accounts, to make him 
the same allowance which has been uniformly 
made under like circumstances in all other cases. 
The case is briefly this: Mr. Marsh was com- 
missioned by President Taylor to represent this 
Government at the Ottoman Porte, at Constanti- 
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and nople. While he was there, he was charged by || I ask, this opposition to the claim of Mr. Marsh | Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not press them; but 
this president Fillmore with a special and responsible || alone? His services were commanded by your || I say that such considerations ought not to be 
am mission to Greece; and he wae eleven months || Government, and in obedience to that command || presented here in support of this claim. I make 
lave of arduous labor in the disc harge of the duties |} they were rendered; and will you now refuse to || no charge against him, and I do not intend to 
Oug connected with that special mission; and the vol- || pay him for them? Why, I ask again emphati- || make any, T have spoken from the record. 
1 of ume of his reports and correspondence corrobo- cally, is his case to be selected from all the rest, || Itis said that we have paid otheg similar claims, 
y to rates my assertion. The fidelity and the ability || and made the only exception? Ishe to be made || and that this is sustained by precedent. Prece- 
vith with which he discharged the difficult and re- || the solitary victim of this injustice? No, sir; I || dent, sir? Do not our evil deeds rise up against 
dis. sponsible duties of that important trust have apprehend not. No such unjust and partial dis- || us? Can you not find a precedent in this Gov- 
her received the unqualified commendation of the crimination will ever be made by this body. The || ernment for anything? Hecntan we have paid 
l to resent Secretary of State, (Mr. Marcy,) as well || case is too plain and too clear to require discus- || improperclaims, is that any reason why we should 
‘ins as of his predecessors, (Mr. Webster and Mr. || sion here, and I submit it to the decision of the || pay this? 
ho, Everett.) I will offset their indorsement against || Senate without a fear ora doubt of the result. |  ftis said that Mr. Marsh's salary at Constan- 
in- the statements of the Senator from Pennsylvania, | Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, [ have no || tinople was insufficient. That is a cheap place 
all from whatever quarter they may be derived. disposition to prolong this debate. I have cer- |) to live inyas L understand. The honorable Sen- 
: to All that is now claimed for these extra services || tainly no unkind feelings towards my friend from || ator from Vermont has made no answer to the 
till, js the same measure of compensation which this || Vermont. | remarks which I made; he has not given any 
of Government has uniformly, and without excep- | Mr. FOOT. We are good friends always. || reason why Mr. Marsh remained in this country 
his tion, allowed when a foreign minister has been Mr. BRODHEAD.. My distinguished and || for so long a period after he was appointed, and 
hig charged with a special extra mission outside of, |} venerable friend from Vermont thinks that I spoke drew his salary. 
wh and foreign to, the Government to which he was || with an earnestness of manner which betokened || Mr. FOOT. Can the honorable Senator inform 
he rerularly accredited. It has the recommendation || some feeling. Ihave perhaps, in that respect, an || the Senate how much longer he remained in the 
on- of the State Department; it has been twice re- || unfortunate manner. WhenI speak what I think United States than Mr. Buchanan did after he 
— orted by the Committee on Foreign Relations; || and believe to be the truth, I do it with earnest- || was appointed minister to England? how much 
ap it passed the Senate at the last session for pre- || ness. | longer than other ministers have remained in the 
ust cisely the same amount, without even a call for a | Mr. FOOT. Ihave not criticised the Senator’s || country in order to make necessary preparations 
ny division upon it, after full consideration and dis- |} manner. I never do that; it would be very un- || to leave their families and their homes for years, 
ed cussion. 1! civil. | and before receiving their instructions from the 
ist Now, sir, we have arrayed before usthe amount || Mr. BRODHEAD. I admit that I spoke with || State Department? Can he draw a comparison 
me of money that Mr. Marsh received while minis- |} some warmth—perhaps more than was becoming in this case between the period during which Mr. 
ich ter resident at Constantinople. I have not looked || the occasion, because the sum claimed is * only”? || Marsh remained, and the time when Mr. Buch- 
I over the figures; 1 have made no mathematical || $9,000; but I thought that the allowance of the || anan remained in the United States, and various 
ble computation of his receipts. Undoubtedly, Mr. || claim would be of evil example. I think my || other diplomatic agents, before going abroad? 
an Marsh received his regular salary of $6,000 a || friend from Vermont will do me the justice to || Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not think Mr. Buch- 
yr year, and an outfit of the same amount, and || say that I have spoken with earnestness against || anan remained as long; butit is not necessary for 
nothing more. other claims. | me to undertake his defense. The honorable 
~ But I again say this salary of $6,000 was alto- |} Mr. FOOT. Yes, sir. || Senator from Vermont urges that other ministers 
bt gether inadequate; yet Ido not use that as an Mr. BRODHEA@. This is not the first in- || remained in the country and drew their salaries 
lar argument in favor of this claim, but in reply to || stance where I have opposed claims; but yet he || before going to their posts. Surely it rests upon 
m- what has been said by the Senatorfrom Pennsy]- || seems to think that I have singled out this claim, | him to produce the record. I have produced it 
pt vania. It was altogether inadequate to the sup- || and have made special opposition to it. | in this case. I know of no other similar cases, 
28, port of a minister resident at Constantinople, and | Mr. FOOT. I had refeténce to claims of the || Besides, two wrongs do not make one right. “Tt 
in Congress have so admitted, by the fact of their || same character. || is said that Mr. Marsh’s salary was not sufficient. 
of having since raised it from $6,000 to $9,000 per Mr. BRODHEAD. I am glad that the Sen- |} He received nearly one year’s salary and an out- 
n- annum. ator makes that céncession; but ‘he will remem- || fit before he arrived at his post. Why is it that 
or I know the fact that, so inadequate was this | ber, when I recall it to his recollection, the op- || he remained four months in the United States 
Lis salary for his support while residing there, that || position which I made in the closing moments of || before leaving? Why did he remain so long in 
n- he was obliged to draw from his private funds at | the Jast session, in the dead hour of midnight, || Paris before going to Constantinople? Surely, 
of home to the amount of $5,500, every farthing of || to similar claims presented by Messrs. Schenck || we ne eded a representative in Turkey at that 
ge which was applied to his ordinary expenses; and || and Pendleton, both of them ex-members of || time; but he was not there until nearly a year 
S- that he is a man of economical habits, everybody || Congress, and ex-ministers, who had negotiated || after the date of his appointment. 
who knows him will admit. || treaties which had been ratified by the Senate; || I thoughtthese facts were worthy to be brought 
es This claim, let me repeat, rests on the authority || and in that respect their case was different from || to the notice of the Senate. I did not seek an 
ds of precedent, as well as of principle and justice. || this. He will remember that [ occasionally make || discussion orcontroversy in regard to Mr. Marsh’s 
e; It is but one half of the amount of the extra al- || opposition to the purchase of picture-books. I || character or standing as a scholar or a states- 
n- lowance that was recently made—no longer ago || know very well that this is not the course by || man, or anything of that kind. Such consid- 
th than the very last«session—to my friend, Mr. || whichto become popular. I know very well that || erations were improperly brought here origfn- 
re Schenck, of Ohio» . Eighteen thousand dollars |} it creates many enemies, and I do not think it || ally. They were not necessary. I have confined 
th were allowed him for special diplomatic services || makes any very warm friends; but Iam one of || myself to the record; [ have shown the time 
d in South America, in addition to his regular sal- || those who claim to represent on this floor the peo- || when he was appointed, and how much money 
1- ary as minister to Rio. ple at home who do the work of the country; who || he has received. Is there anything out of order 
a It is bu half the amount which is proposed to || raise bread for the country; who pay the taxes || in that? Is there anything in his case that ex- 
i- be allowe@@o my friend, Mr. Pendleton, of Vir- || forthe country; and who do not hang about these || empts it from criticism and a just examination ? 
d giniay. who was associated with Mr. Schenck in |} halls for extra allowances. || I think not. He made no treaty; he negotiated 
r. the same-commission. He has received part of My friend says that Mr. Marsh is a distin- || no important treaty, as did others who have 
'S the $18,000. A bill has already passed the House |} guished scholar and statesman, and that he || gone on special services; and we have “line upon 
d of Representatives this session, making him an || rendered great services in the House of Repre- | line and precept upon precept”? against double 
n allowance equal to that made to Mr. Schenck. It || sentatives. I have the Congressional Globe here || salaries and extraallowances. Nearly every year 
rt has been sent to this body, referred to the Com- |} at my desk, to which I can refer, if necessary, to || we have passed acts of Congress prohibiting 
a mittee on Foreign Relations, and reported yester- || show his course there. I think that he ought not \| extra allowances to those who are bound to give 
e day by my friend from New York, {Mr. F'isn,] |} to put the claim in on that ground. In his first || their whole time to the service of the Govern- 
i recommending its passage, and will receive my || speech he brought forward, to sustain this claim, || ment. He held a diplomatic appointment from 
j vote. This claim isless than half the amount of || the character of Mr. Marsh. That was quite || the Government; he was requested to attend to 
5 the extra allowance paid to Commodore Perry || unnecessary. Perhaps, before I get through, I || Dr. King’s case in Greece—a distance of three 
for special diplomatic services in Japan. It is || may reed some extracts from the Congressional || hundred miles from his regular mission. He 
4 less, according to the time spent and the labor || Globe, from speeches made by Mr. Marsh while || attended to it, and had his expenses paid. His 
) performed, than was allowed to Mr. Sanford for || a member of the House of Representatives, and || Servants, wages, carriage hire, and other contin- 
exercising for eight months the office of acting || when I served there also. I recollect very well || gent expenses, amounting to $9,000, were. paid 
‘ chargé d'affaires while secretary of legation at || his appeal for a dismemberment of this Union. I || out of the contingent funds of the State Depart- 
) Paris. It is the same which was allowed to Mr. || recollect very well that he said it was his wish || ment. Surely we have dealt liberally with Mr. 
, Kerr, of Maryland, late chargé d’affaires to Nic- |} and desire that our possessions on the “Pacific || Marsh. Already at this session we have passed 
} aragua, for a special journey to San Salvador || ocean should be, organized into a separate govern- || & bill allowing him between three and four thou- 
\ and Guatemala. ment, which of course would become hostile to || sand dollars. I think it is enough. For that 
; All these extraordinary allowances were made |} this. I recollect his chaste expressions towards || reason I object to this claim. 
at the last Congress, with the exception of that || the northern Democracy. I recollect the charges The PRESIDENT The hour appointed for 
; of Mr. Pendleton for the balance of the $18,000, || of plunder which he made against the Democratic || the special order has arrived, and it will be taken 
a bill for which is now pending before this body, || party in regard to the annexation of Texas, and | up unless the Senate directs otherwsse. 
The precedents are numerous and uniform, and || the declaration of war against Mexico. If the Mr. FOOT. Lapprehend that no special order 
of the earliest as well as of the latest dates. honorable Senator from Vermont presses me on || takes precedence of this bill. This day was spe- 
These claims are addressed to the discretion of || this point, I will read them to the Senate. I did || cially assigned at one _o’clock for the considera- 
| Congress; but that discretion is to be exercised || not bring them here, but I recollect them very || tion of private bills. It was generally conceded, 
in accordance with long-established and well- |} well, and have them marked. however, that, inasmuch as on Friday last we 
. settled usage, and in accordance with the plain Mr. HALE. Let us have them. went through with the Private Calendar, District 


; principles of justice and of equity. Why, then, Several Senators. Oh, no! of Columbia business should be taken up to-day ; 





but I trust 
now, and let it be disposed of. | 

Several Senators. Let us take the vote. 

Mr. FOOT. I had designed to reply to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, but 1 am ready fora | 

ote. 

. The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the Chair will put the question on this bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 

the Whole were concurred in. 

On the question, ‘* Shall the bill be engrossed for 
a third reading?’’ Mr. CLAY called for the yeas 
and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. MASON, If the Senate will permit me to 
occupy one minute—certainly not more than two 
—as the yeas and nays have been called for, I 
wish to say a word on this claim. The case is 
simply this: At the last session of Congress the 
Committee on Foreign Relations reported a pro- 


of Ohio, and Mr. Pendleton, of Virginia, to allow 
them, I think, twenty-five dollars a day while 
they were absent upon a special mission in South 
America. The Senate of the United States, at 
the instance of the Senator from Georgia, over- 
ruled the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
gave to each of them an outfit of $9,000 for each 
mission to which they had been sent. At the 
same session, and at the same time, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations offered a proposition 
to give to Mr. Marsh the sum of $4,500 for this | 
extra mission to Greece. The Senate then, on | 
the. motion of the Senator from Vermont, over- 
ruled the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
agreed to give him $9,000. It was lost in the 
House in some way; but this was the action of 
the Senate at the last session. 

I have asked permission to make this state- 
ment, in order that we may, if we can, have uni- 
formity in the system of compensation to foreign 
ministers. 1 voted against it at the last session, 
because I thought it was too much; but the Sen- 
ate overruled me, and overruled the committee. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 12; as follows: 

YVEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Benjamin, Bright, Brown, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Dougias, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, Mal- 
lory, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, ‘Toombs, 'Trum- 
bull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright,—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Bigier, Brodhead, Clay, 
Fvans, Fitzpatrick, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Reid, and ‘Toucey—12. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for athird 
reading. It was read the third ume, and passed. 

° HANNAH F. NILES. 

‘The PRESIDENT. 
the bill (S. No. 220) for the relief of Hannah F. 
Niles. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to postpone all private 
bills which stand on the Calendar before the Dis- 
trict of Columbia business. I do this in pursu- 
ance of the general understanding which was had | 


during the ee of the week, that this day || 


should be devoted to the consideration of the Dis- 
trict business after the bill for the relief of Mr. 
Marsh should be disposed of. 

Mr. FOSTER. 


The first bill in order is | 


eee ed 
the Senate will take a vote on this bill | 
if 


sation for the services of her father, Captain Robert Niles, 


in the war of the Revolution, having had the same under | 


| consideration, do now report: 


“That the facts set forth in said petition are so sustained 


| by affidavits, documentary evidence, and the history of the 


times, as to leave in the minds of the committee no doubt | 
| of their truth. 


|| in the service from about the time that hostilities commenced 


The committee find that Captain Niles was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


| 
| 


| correct and just view of the case. 


| between Great Britain and the Colonies till the close of the || 


| rendered most efficient and valuable services. 


war. 


hostilities ceased, Captain Niles was actively engaged, and 
He had the 
command of different afmed vessels at different times, and 


captured a number of valuable prizes, thus furnishing pro- | 


His 


visions and stores for our army in times of great need. 


| England and the capes of Virginia, and during some portion 


and attached to his little fleet, which then composed the 


| Navy of the country. 
‘“* Among the acts of service rendered by Captain Niles, || 
| honorable Senator seems to suppose—at least | 


| made universal, and then it would cost millions || 
| 


to which the committee would call particular attention, was 


the carrying out to France, in the summer of 1778, the offi- | 
+ . . . | cial ratification of the treaty between that Guvernmentand | 
vision to give extra compensation to | Ir. Schenck, || the United States : 


| ance, and the execution of it was deemed to be attended | 


This service was one of great import- 


with so much peril, that three different vessels were dis- 
patched, each furnished with a copy of the ratified treaty. 
Of these three vessels, the one commanded by Captain 
Niles was the only one that escaped the vigilance of the 
enemy’s cruisers; both of the’others were captured, but he 


His commission as captain of the schooner Spy, an | 
armed vessel, to the command of which he was ordered at | 


| the same time,is dated August 7,1775. From that time till | 


April 25, 


_ Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, I am excen, 
ingly sorry that the honorable Senator from Geo. 
Fa views this case in the light in which he do 


: . oes, 
do not think, and cannot think, that his 


is a 

So far as precedents are concerned, there cer. 
tainly are precedents—some easing the present 
session—where the cases were not by any means 
as strong as the present, where the Senate has 


| granted relief. I may allude to the bill which 
| was acted upon but a very short time since, for 


| the relief of Mrs. Linn. 


Linn. I am not disposed to 
compare one meritorious case with another; | 


| usual cruising ground was along the coast, between New | simply allude to that case as one not so Strong as 


| this. There are various others, if I mistake po; 
| of the war he was under the orders of Commodore Hopkins, || : 


which have already been passed during the pres- 


| ent session, and certainly at former sessions, 


| do not so understand it. 
|, the person performing the service served during 
g 


| the peace. 
|| the provisions of the resolve passed by the Cop. 


arrived in safety, after a passage of twenty-seven days, and || 


delivered the ratified treaty. 


On his 


six months as a prisoner of war, after which he was ex- 
changed, and returned home. He continued in the service 


| till the peace, and died in the year 1818. 
**The services of Captain Niles, in regard both to their 


continuance and their importance, give to them, in the 
judgment of the committee, a chagaeter which can be justly 
claimed but in very few cases n 
general law. 
granted, and that the petitioner, who is the only surviving 


| child and sole heir-at-law of Captain Niles, and in entirely | 

| destitute circumstances, skhouid receive five years’ full pay 
of a captain in the service. They therefore recommend the | 
passage of the bill h@rewith reported to effect that object.” | 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


passage of this bill. 


It is exceedingly danger- 
ous in its tendency, and if agreed to it should be 


of dollars. 


ry Ss 
| ‘The commutation was a contract (a very bad | 
one at the time) entered inte during the Revolu- | 


tionary war, between the Government and cer- 


| tain officers who should continue in service until 
| the end of the war. Of those officers, this person 
| was not one, or he would have been included 


within the provisions of the resolution of 1780. To 
make a donation to the child ofa person because of 
the most valuable revolutionary services, has been 


| at all times refused by Congress from the time of 


|| the Revolution to this day. 


| sands of men who fought through the war, and 


sippi will give way for the bill which has been || 


called by the Chair, I think it will not occupy 
long. It was passed over last week. 

Mr. BROWN. I should like to accommodate | 
my friend from Connecticut, but if I do so [ shall be 
obliged to give way to others, and we shall lose 
the whole da 


in consequence Of my absence. 
Mr. BROWN. Will it give rise to debate? 
Mr. FOSTER, I think not. 
Mr. BROWN, Then I withdraw my motion, 
The bill was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct that there be paid to Han- | 


| $3,000, $300,000 ,000 will not pay what it willcost | 


It will impoverish the | 
|| Republic. 


|| report, doubtless this individual 


now. 


yeen allowed. 
establish the principle that revolutionary services 
of a parent shall entitle his child to a donation of 


to extend the principle. 


“here is nothing special in this case. It ap- 


|| pears that good and meritorious services were 
y. || rendered. 
Mr. FOSTER. This was postponed last week 


I do not dispute them, but they were 
not extraordinary. From the statement of the 
erformed his 
duty; he was a zealous and good friend of the 
cause of his country, and served during the war; 
but so did thousands of others who received 


_ nothing on the face of the earth but eighty dollars 


nah F. Niles, or to her legal representatives, || 


$3,000 in consideration of the meritorious services | 


war of the Revolution. 


of her father, Captain Robert Niles, during the | 


| 
j 


Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know the || 


principle on which this donation of $3,000 is 


ounded. If there be a report in the case I should 
like to hear it read. 


The Secretary read the report, as follows: 


** The Committee on Revoluti Claims, to whom was 
referred the petition of Hannah F. Nites, asking compen- 


in bad continental money, besides their regular 
Er. Their children may come here; there may 

e hundreds of them standing before you in the 
galleries, and upon this floor now. Many of 
them I know, who received only that compensa- 
tion for all their services. Is this to be an excep- 
tionable case? Does it rest on principle? Why 
not include the children of all the meritorious men 
who fought in the Revolution, and let them be 
pensioned upon the Government, or each receive 


this large sum of $3,000? The bill is against all 
precedent; it is utterly dangerous, and ought not 
to be tolerated. 


The French fleet, which was | 
lying in the harbor of Brest, awaiting the news of the rati- 
fication of the treaty, was forthwith ordered to sail for the || 
| United States, and brought succor to our shores. 
| homeward passage, Captain Niles was captured by an Eng- || 
| lish frigate, and carried first into the Island of Guernsey, || 
and from thence to England, where he was detained about || 





provided for by some || 
Your committee think that relief ought to be |! 


There were thou- 





If you now | 





The principle has not the extent which the 
Here is a case wheres 
the whole war, commencing even before the De. 
claration of Independence, and continuing until 


It is true that he did not come within 


tinental Congress, but he certainly comes within 
the equities of that resolve, and, my word for it, 


| there are very few cases where an officer comes 
| within the equities and the justice of that resolve 


|| honorable Senator has alluded. 


|| who does not come at the same time within its 


letter and spirit. 
That, it strikes my mind, is a sufficient differ- 
ence between this case and those to whom the 


The Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims thought—and they were 


| unanimous in the result to which they came— 


| this one of those cases entitled to relief. 


| we, by possibility, could grant. 


If we 
were at liberty at all to go into the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the applicant, this petitioner is cer- 
tainly in a condition to require all the aid which 
I am not dis- 
posed, however, to press the claim on that ground; 


| it was not so viewed by the committee. Thecom- 
‘L‘am utterly opposed to the || 
It is violative of a principle || 
which has been established from the time of the || 

| Revolution until now. 


mittee, being full, with the exception of a single 
member—and that member, I believe, in favor of 


|| the bill—reported in favor of granting this relief, 
|| and I cannot but hope that the Senate will ratify 


| their action. 





Mr. TOUCEY. I do not rise to detain the 


| Senate; but as this petitioner is one of my con- 


stituents, | wish merely to say that I consider 
this one of the most meritorioug cases which 


| could be presented to Congress, and I believe that 


the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. TOOMBS. On the passage of the bill, I 
must ask for the yeas and nays. I desire to test 
the question whether the Sénate of the United 
States will establish the principle of this bill so 
as to apply it to all meritorious cases. If we pay 
one, all standing on the same footing should be 
paid. I desire to know if this principle’is to be 


|| established in the legislation of the cougtry. | 
who died Jeaving destitute children that are alive | 
There were many such men who. shed || 
| their blood in defense of the country, and who || 
| rendered the most important services, for which | 
|| commutation has att) 

If the Senator from Missis- || 


hope the Senate will indulge me by taking the 
yeas and nays, and making a test of this élaim, 
so that others may come in for the same allow- 
ance if this be passed. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I accord fully with 
the general views and principles of the honorable 


| Senator from Georgia in relation to such claims 


as those to which he has alluded. 1 agree with 
him, that it will not do to establish a precedent 
for a numerous class of revolutionary claims be- 

ond those eres for by general legislation 
1eretofore. Yet our sympathies carry us away, 
and are apt to lead us to establish a principle 
which the treasury of no Government could bear. 
The honorable Senator speaks of descendants of 
revolutionary soldiers being present, perhaps 1n 
the gallery. Sir, they are scattered all over the 
country. There are many descendants of those 
who performed services in the Revolution, who 
were not very well distinguished, not very well 
known to fame and history, but who are certainly 
entitled to great consideration and great respect. 
I know that the Government cannot make com- 
pensation in all such cases; but there have been 
repeatedly presented to the Senate, and to the 
other House of Congress, cases which seemed to 
justify an exceptional course of policy and action 
on the part of Congress, and then a special allow- 
ance has been made. I can call to mind now one 
case—I do not know whether the honorable Sen- 
ator has any recollection of it—that of Colonel 
Irvin, of Georgia, where an allowance was mad¢ 
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1856. 


to his descendant, though it came under none of 
the established principles. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I will say to the gentleman 


that, although that was a claim of my own State, || lost in that battle her father, and shortly after two 


it came under no principle, and itmet my uniform 
op josition. I voted against it from first to last, | 
aithough the claimant was the daughter of Gov- 
ernor Irvin, of Georgia. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understand, then, || 
that the honorable Senator has been consistent | 
in regard to every claim of that sort. I do not 
understand the circumstances of this case; I know 
nothing of it, except what I derive from hearing 
the report and the remarks of the two honorable 
Senators from Connecticut, in both of whom I || 
have the utmost confidence, as to their sound 
judgment, and their regard for principle and for || 
the interests of thecountry. It 1s, 1 think, prop- 
erly a case which may be mads an eae to 
the general principles heretofore established. It | 
seems to me to be somewhat similar to Irvin’s 
case, Which was extraordinary in its nature, where 
Congress appropriated a considerable sum of 
money to his sole heir. 

I do not wish to extend this debate, but I must | 


say that [ do not think such allowances as this || 


esiablish a general rule. If I did, I should vote | 
with the honorable Senator from Georgia. I do || 
not think they establish any rule. I would not | 
be bound by ios myself in any case not oak | 
brought within their scope. But look to such 
services as those of Colonel Ethan Allen, of Ver- | 
mont, from whose descendants a petition has been 
presented at this session. I would never hesitate, 
at any time, to make an allowance to the descend- 
ants of such a man, although he did not come 
within the provisions of the resolves of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation on the subject of com- 
mutation. I could never dream or suppose that 
any present or future Congress of the United 
States would consider an extra appropriation, or | 
an application of this description, for the services 
of such a man as that,a dangerous precedent. If 
there are other cases of great merit, though of | 
less distinction and inferior note, I would not 
consider that voting for them was establishing 
a principle. 
not consider that by so doing I am establishing 


Stronger case can be presented; none more meri- 


any principle. |] 


Mr. TOOMBS. Immediately after the Revo- | 
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| I presented her memorial, and it was referred to 


; | not extend to naval officers at all; and, second, 
I shall vote for this claim, but I do |! 


| but it is an anomalous case, resting on its own 
lution, many of the meritorious officers who had || 


done a great deal more service than those who || 
came under the commutation resolution, ex- || 
pressed their dissatisfaction. The commutation || 
resolution was passed in 1780; and, if an officer || 
happened to be in the service on the day of the || 


passage of that resolution, and if he served only 
two years, he got the half-pay for life, whic! 


a |} 


was afterwards commuted to five years’ full pay. || 


This gave great dissatisfaction. Immediately after || who had rendered great public service, and there- | 


|| fore she was a fair subject of legislative inter- | 
: | ference. This case is precisely of that character. 
They said:,** these gentlemen who got commuta- || 


the close of the war, the officers appealed to the 
Continenfal Congress to extend the commutation. 


tion bavé not done half the service we have.’’ || 


But their confréres—men who had served them- | 
selves—denied the application. Mr. Monroe, I 
recollect, was the head of the committee (and he | 
had served himself through the Revolution with 


ported—and it was unanimously passed by Con- | 

ress—that the principle should not be extended. 

hat was the judgment of the honest men who | 
fought for the liberties of the country—that they | 
would extend it to no one not embraced in the | 
original resolution. While these men lived the 
did not give it to any one on the face of the vorth 
not originally included. 

Mr. BROWN. I am very reluctant to inter- 
fere with the bill of my friend from Connecticut; 
but I foresee it is to exhaust the whole day. | 
{No, no.] Congress is the local Legislature for 
this District; and I hope we shall take up the | 
District bills. 

Several Senators. Let us vote on this bill. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not feel able to enter into a 
debate on this bill, but I must add a single remark 
to what has been said by my friend from Georgia, 
as a reason why I shall vote against it. 

The honorable Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
Foster] says,,as I understand him, that there 
are some precedents, and that one has been made 
durifig thissession. I remember that, during the 
last Congress, I presented a memorial of the 
daughter of Colonel Williams, who was killed at 





|| cases are exactly alike. 
| extending it, because the principle goes no further | 


| ordering it to be engrossed for a third reading. || 
} 


ad ser\ ‘ | of the soldier who rendered the service. 
distinction as a captain of the Army) who re- || 
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the battle of King’s Mountain in South Carolina, | leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Mrs. 
That lady is a constituent of mine. She is the || Elizabeth Griffin. 

&.. > earcin i} ¢ 
only surviving child of Colonel Williams. She | COLUMBIA WOOD-GAS COMPANY. 


The PRESIDENT. In pursuance of the order 
of the Senate, the public Pills reported by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia will now 
be taken up. The first District bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 74) to incorporate the 
Columbia Wood-Gas Company. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I think we had better take 
up some bill relating to the District of Columbia, 
of more general importance. This is a bill to in- 
corporate the Columbia Wood-Gas Company— 
in other words, to repeal the charter of an existing 
company; for it amounts to that. [tis an import- 
ant measure to individuals owning stock in the 
present company, and it must lead of course to 
considerable debate. Ifthe chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia (Mr. Brown] 
desires to press the District business to a conclu- 
sion to-day, I think it would be better for him 
to agree to lay this aside and take up same other 
bill of more importance to the District. There 
are some Senators absent, one in particular, who 
I know feels considerable interest in this measure. 

Mr. PRATT. I hope the Senate will act on 
this bill now. Whatever may be its pleasure in 
regard to the measure, it is certainly right that, 
having precedence on the orders of business, it 
should receive the action of the Senate at once, 
whether favorable or unfavorable. The Senator's 
reasons for not taking it up occur to me to be in- 
consistent. He first said that we ought to take 
up some bill that was more important. In the 
conclusion of his remarks, he said this was a 
subject of very deep importance to « great many 
persons in the District. Now, take it either 
way: If the bill be not of much consequence, I 

take it for granted the honorable Senator will 

| not desire to debate it, and we shall soon have 
avote onit. If it be of great and deep import- 
ance to the people of the District, being first in 
order on the Gialeaients I think it would be better 
for us to act on it, and dispose of it one way or 
the other. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Pennsylvania submit a motion in reference to the 
bill ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill is before the 
Senate as in the Committee of the Whole, and it 
will be read. 

The bill was read. 

Daniel Campbell, Marshal Brown, Roger C, 
Weightman, Alexander Lee, John P. Pepper, 
William P. McConnell, and Stephen Eddy, and 
their present and future associates, are proposed 
to be constituted a aves and pe tee! by 
the name of the Columbia Wood-Gas Company, 
with the usual powers and privileges of a corpo- 
ration. The capital stock is not to exceed $50,000, 
in shares of twenty-five dollars each. 

The object of the company is to manufacture, 
make, and sell gas, of wood or other material, to 
be used for the purpose of lighting any portion 
of the District of Columbia, or the streets and the 
buildings of the cities of Washington and George- 
town, and to lay pipes for the purpose of con- 


or three of her brothers. She was thus cast on 
the charity of the world an orphan. She was 
reared by stranger hands, and she has lived in 
poverty from that day until the present. She 
memorialized Congress for a similar charity to 
that which we propose now to extend to this lady. 


the Committee on Pensions. That committee 
unanimously reported against her prayer. | in- 
troduced the report myself, and voted with the 
committee against extending the relief which was 
prayed for. 

[ examined with a view of ascertaining whether 
such an allowance could be sustained by prece- 
dent; I failed at that time to find such a precedent; 
I was satisfied that it would initiate a class of 
pensions which would prove almost interminable , 
and which would tax the Treasury far beyond any 
orallclasses of pensionsatthistime. ‘Therefore, 
I felt constrained on principle to vote against it, 
though it was to me a painfal duty; but I now 
give notice to the Senate that, if this bill be passed, 
I shall feel it due, as an act of justice, as a matter 
of equality to this body, to offera bill of a similar 
character for her relief, and I shall call on the 
Senate to vote to sustain it. I am sure that no 


torious, and none that appeals more to the sym- 
nathy of Senators than that of the lady whom 
i represent. If we do not intend to make the 
relief general; if we are going to legislate for the 
benefit of individuals, governed rather by sym- 
pathy than by principle, I must ask Senators to 
extend er a little further, and relieve 
those in my State ina similar position. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, as this case 
underwent my examination, as a member of the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, I beg leave 
to say a word or two upon it. The case does 
not come within the provisions of the resolution 
of 1780, for two reasons: first, that resolution did 


even if it had extended to naval officers, this gen- 
tleman was not in the service of the United States. 
It does not come within any of these provisions; 


peculiar merits. It is like the case of Miss Irvin, 
and several others, that have been acted on favor- 
ably in the Senate. | 
It is said that if you pass this bill, you will 
open the door to a very large extent. Thatisa 
misapprehension. If you open the door as far 
as this bill opens it, you will admit but very few. 
Miss Irvin’s case had this peculiar feature in it: 
that she was the only surviving child of a man 


Miss Niles is the only surviving child of a man 
who rendered great public services. The two || 
There is no danger of 


than relief to the surviving child—a female, too— 
It is 
probable that the case which the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Cray} mentions, will come under ducting gas in any of the streets, avenues, and 
the same principle. Let him present it to the | alleys of the two cities. Each stockholder is to 
same committee who reported this bill, and I be individually hable, to the amount of his inter- 
doubt not it will be favorably reported on by || est, for all debts contracted by the corporation. 
them, precisely on the same principle on whieh | Power is reserved to Congress, at any time, to 
this Gilt has been presented. || alter, amend, or repeal this charter. Restrictions 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || are placed on the company to prevent their issuing 
amendment; and the question was stated to be on || Poe money. . 
Mr. PRATT. In the last section the com- 

mittee have instructed me to ask that the word 


Mr. TOOMBS. On that question I ask for the ] 
‘* six ’’ be stricken out, and ‘‘ twelve’’ inserted. 


yeas and nays in order to test the principle. 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Tennes- | 


see, Benjamin, Bigler, Brodhead, Brown, Collamer, Dodge, | 
Durkee, Evans, Fish, Foot, Foster, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, | 
Seward, Sumner, Toucey, Trumbull, and Wright—21. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Biggs, Bright, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, 
Johnson, and Toombs—13. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


and passed. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | _Mr. FOOT. In what respect does it change 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 13; as follows: | oie PRATT. It extends the time within 


which they are to commence to make gas from 
six months to twelve months. 

Mr. FOOT. I have no objection to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BIGLER. I wish to submit a motion to 
ostpone this bill for the present. I only recol- 
fect now that some of my constituents have written 
to me on this subject, but the communication at- 
tracted very little attention at the time, and lam 
not prepared to present the view which is given 
tome. I think, however, that it would satisfy 


It was then read the third time, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. CLAY gave notice of his intention to ask 





some of the Senators that this measure ought not rate, vote upon the bill;-I will not say another | 
to be passed hastily. 


' 
7 ; 
The business of supplying gas is necessarily a 
| 
| 


very expensive one. It is always a hazardous 
one to capitalists. Gentlemen are now engaged 
in this business in the city of Washington. How 
far their interests may be affected by a bill of 
this kind I am not prepared to say; but [ am 
quite confident that a company, with a capital of 
but $50,000, will hardly undertake to supply this 
city with gas. I have no doubt that my honor- 
7 


until f can look into it further. 
vote for it, if the necessities of the city require it. 


friend from Mississippi, the chairman of the | 
Committee on the District of Columbia, can ex- || 
lain the whole nature of this bill and its effect. || 
Pee myself, | should be glad to have it postponed || 
Iam willing to || ‘ f J 
| of the bill reads, ** A bill to incorporate the Col- | 


I am willing to vote for it if it only creates legiti- | 
mate competition, and inflicts no wrong any- | 


where. That is the point into which I wish to 
meee 


Mr. BROWN. A portion of the stockholders | 


of the present gas company in Washington have 
assured me that, so far as they were concerned, 


they have no objection to this bill. They think 


that the attempt to make gas out of wood will 


not come in competition with them In any way. | 


My friend from Maryland reported the bill from 
the committee, and has had it chiefly and princi- 
pally under his charge. I think the subject was 
referred to the committee early in January, and 
no written remonstrance, nothing whatever, has 
comé to the committee against it in any form | 
except what we hear in the Senate. 

l a not know whether or not these parties can | 
succeed in making gas of wood. They say they 
have succeeded elsewhere; others say they have 
failed. I know nothing about the matter myself. 
if I had-even seen the gas-works in operation, I 
should not be able to tell whether there was any 


fraud practiced on me or not; but those in Wash- || 


ington who understand it seem to regard it as of | 
very little consequente, while those who are en- 


— consequence. I should be glad to have the | 
) 


ill passed, but I should be sorry to see the day || 


wasted with it.. I hope we shall have a vote. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I hope that the bill will be 
ostponed on account of the absence of my col- 
cae. {Mr. Tuompson.] I know that he has 
charge of the interests of some of the stockhold- | 
ersof the present company, and he would be very 
glad to be here, and have their interests properly 
presented to the Senate, before action is had on 
this measure. [ think a postponement will not 


prejudice the bill; but, at any rate, I hope that it || 


will be laid aside. 
to-morrow. 

Mr. PRATT. Why postpone it? We have 
now had all the discussion, I take it for granted, 
or almost all, that can take place about it. Its 
principle lies within a nutshell. 
constituents of my honorable friend from Penn- | 
sylvania [Mr. Bieter] may be interested in the 
stock of the company now existing here; but 
laying that cohsideration aside, | am sure that his 
large mind will at once take in, without the 
slightest difficulty, everything connected with this 
bill. 

What is the proposition? There is already | 
a gas company here. T hey | 
whether successfully or not | do not pretend to 
say. Other parties come here and ask to be in- | 
corporated to establish another company. 
is all. They ask for no money from the Treas- | 
ury; they ask simply to be incorporated. There | 
is the personal responsibility clause in the char- | 
ter. They ask to be chartered and to have the 
privilege, with their own'money, of trying the 
experiment of making gas for the use of the | 
people. Who on earth can object to that? Is 
there any principle in it? It may be that some 
of the present corporators, who are constituents | 
of my honorable friend from Pennsylvania, may 
think that a monopoly will work better for them; | 
but I ask, legislating here as we do for the people 
of the District, precisely as our State Legisla- 


I move to postpone it until 


|| ple of this District from an 
|| cannot make it from wood, let it be made from | 
It is for the benefit of the pub- | 
These people ask to be allowed to use their | 
| own money, and not the public money. 
gaged in it seem to think it is a matter of very || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


word. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope the motion of my 


| friend from New Jersey will prevail. 


section, and you will see what it is: 


“That the president and directors shall have full power | 
and authority to manufacture, make, and sell gas, to be |} ; a ha ; . 
} || I will make a brief explanation of it. 


made of wood or other material, and to be used for the pur- 
pose of lighting,’’ &c. 


‘© Wood or other material;’’ and yet the title 


»? I know, sir, that 


umbia Wood-Gas Company. 
did not object to it, because they were misled by 
the title of the bill. 


other material,’’ it becomes a different thing. 

Mr. PRATT. Will my friend permit me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Certainly. 

Mr. PRATT. 
that, although they profess to make gas from 
wood, the bill does not confine them to that, but 
allows them to make it of wood or other material. 
If the Committee on the District of Columbia sup- 


|| posed that it was impossible for them to make it 


of wood, they would not have gone to the trouble 
of drawing a charter putting in the words, “ or 
other material.”’ 





Why is it wrong to 
material ? 


what they please. 
lic. 
’ y- They 
will, under this bill, be answerable to the whole 


community privately, and in their corporate ca- || purposes, was read the second time, and consid- 


| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


pacity for what they do. I ask, as legislators for 


| the people of the District, why shall we say that 


there shall be a monopoly in reference to gas? It 


| is not material of what it is made. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 


1 think the reason given 


this time. 


\| friend. 


Some of the || 


are making gas, || 


That || 


tures at home do for the people of the States, | 
whether on any principle we can afford to refuse | 


a charter by which 
are to have the privilege of another rival com- 
pany to make gas, if they can, to be supplied to 
them? It will give them the option of selecting 
which company they choose. Let us, at any 


e people of this District | 


} 
| 
| 


| this time. 


| ment. 


I do not know where the stock of the present 
company is held; nor do I care; but I do know 


that it is wrong, after you enlist a body of men | 
to supply thirty miles of pipe at an expenditure | 
of $400,000, to incorporate a little company, with | 
a capital of $50,000, to supply the heart of the | 
| city where they can do it with little expense. | 
| 1 do not wish, however, to discuss the subject at 
Iam willing that the question shall be | 


taken on the motion to postpone. 

Mr. BROWN. Sooner than have the day 
consumed with this proposition, when I know 
that there are other bills much more important 
to the District of Columbia lying behind it, I 
must ask my friend from Maryland to allow it to 
be postponed. 

Mr. b tATT. Let us have a vote on the post- 
ponement. 

Mr. BUTLER. If there is any point of cour- 
tesy involved, I shall not object to the postpone- 
If, as has been intimated, a company 
with a capital of $50,000 can supply gas cheaper 
than the one already in existence, it is the very 
reason why | shall go for the bill. I wish, how- 
ever, to inquire whether there is anything in the 
charter of the existing company to prohibit the 
legislation of Congress to grant another charter? 

Mr. PRATT. Certainly not. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then my friend from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Bropueap] gives the best reason 
why I can go for this bill—because it will afford 
cheaper light. ' 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion to postpone the ‘ill until to-morrow. 

Mr. WRIGHT I hopé the motion to post- 
pone will prevail, The application cannot be 


The Sena- | 
| tor from Mississippi, the chairman of the Dis- | 
| trict Committee, says that this is a very simple | 
proposition—that some of the stockholders of the | 
|| existing company do not object to it because they | 
| do not think the experiment of making gas out | 
| of wood will succeed; but look at the seventh | 


some of the stockholders of the present company || debes 
| debate. 


They do not believe that gas | 
can be made of wood; but when you insert, ‘ or | 





The objection to the charter is | 


I will state the argument to which I wish my | 
| friend to address himself, 
|| authorize any company to Ps gas for the peo- 


If they | 








| with this bill. 


I do not wish to occupy || 

the attention of the Senate at this time; but if | 
| we are to go on with the bill I must state my 
| objections to it at large. ; 
by the honorable Senator from New Jersey [Mr. | 
Wrient] is sufficient for the postponement at | 
His colleague feels an interest in it, | 


| and he is absent at the funeral of a deceased || of Washington. 


i| of August last, passed a resolution asking for 
| most of the provisions of the substitute which I 





April 25 


prejudiced by a little delay. My colleague is 
absent, and on his account I desire more partiey. 
larly thatthe bill should be postponed for a shor; 
time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ST. THOMAS’S LITERARY SOCIETY. 


The bill introduced by Mr. Mattory, (S. No 
98,) to incorporate St. Thecken’s Literary Society 
in the District of Columbia, was considered as jy 
Committee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 

Mr. BROWN. Itis not worth while to read jt 
1 It is simply 
an act to incorporate a literary society. It denies 
the company banking privileges, makes the jnqj. 
vidual stockholders liable for all the debts, and 
gives Congress authority to repeal the law when. 
ever they choose. I hope it will be passed withoyt 


The PRESIDENT. If any Senator desires j, 
the bill will be read. 

Several Senators. Oh no. | 

The bill provides for the incorporation of Nich. 
olas D. Young, George J. A. Wilson, and Sid. 
ney A. Clarkson, and their successors, as a body 
politic and corporate, forever, by the name of 
St. Thomas’ Literary Society, for purposes of 
charity and education, with the usual powers 
conferred on such corporations. They may hold 
estate, real, personal, and mixed, not exceeding 
in value $500,000. They are authorized to confer 
such degrees in the arts and sciences as are usually 
conferred in colleges. Each of the corporators, 
who are not to exceed ten, is to be liable in his 
individual capacity for all debts and liabilities of 
the corporation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN WASHINGTON. 


The bill (S. No. 125) defining the rights of 
voters and the duties of commissioners of elec- 
tions in the city of Washington, and for other 


Mr. BROWN. I suppose the Senate is familiar 
I move to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert the substitute which 
I send to the Chair. I do so because the amend- 


| ment which I propose has undergone revision 


in the House of Representatives, and meets the 
approbation of the House Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. It is urged by the grand jury 


| of Washington county, and its principal pro- 


visions have been approved by the city councils 
The city councils, on the 20th 


now propose. If there be any opposition to it 
in any quarter, I do not know where it exists, 
unless it should arise in the Senate. We are the 
local Legislature for the District; and if the people 
are satisfied with my proposition—if Know Noth- 
ings, Whigs and Democrats think it meets their 
wants, I hope we shall pass it without objection. 
My proposition is to strike out all of this bill 
after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 


That if any commissioner or other person appointed to 
superintend municipal elections in the city of Washington 
shall knowingly refuse to receive the vote of a person pos- 
sessing the legal qualification to vote at such election, or 
shall in any other manner hinder or prevent the legal exer- 
cise of the elective franchise in said city of Washington, he 
shall, upon indictment and conviction thereof before the 
criminal court of the District of Columbia, be subject to im- 
prisonment in the county jail for a period of time not exceed- 
ing six months, and toa fine not exceeding $200 in each 
case, at the discretion of the court, and shall thereafter be 
ineligible to any office under the city corporation, besides 
being liable in damages to the party whose vote shall be 50 
rejected. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the penalty pre- 
scribed in the foregoing section of this act shall apply to any 
commissioners or other person appointed to superintend 
an electién who may willfully and Knowingly receive, oF 
permit to be received, the vote of any person not legally 
authorized to vote ; and, also, to any person or persons who 
may willfully disturb, molest, hinder, or interfere with said 
commissioners while in the discharge of their duties, or 
who may willfully disturb, molest, hinder, or interfere with 
any voter while at or going to the polls; and, also, to any 
person or persons who may vote illegally or more than once 
at any municipal election. And in making the returns of 
any election to the register of the city, the commissioners 
or other persons appointed to superintend said election shall 
also make a return of all the ballots cast on the occasiol, 
to be securely kept for a period of at least two years. 

Sec. 3. nd be it enacted, That in the joint meet- 
ting of the boards of aldermen and common council for the 





